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welcome!

We are pleased you could join us and honored to be your host for the NDI Executive Exchange. Now in 

our 12th year, Foley’s National Directors Institute has become the forum of choice for business leaders 

looking to explore best practices and the latest developments impacting the corporate governance 

landscape. In addition to today’s in-person NDI Executive Exchange event, the National Directors 

Institute comprises the NDI Checkpoint Web conferences, a year-long series of interactive programs 

aimed at keeping you updated on major developments in boardroom governance, shareholder 

interaction, and SEC requirements. 

A highlight of today’s program features keynote speaker Nell Minow of GMI ratings, Inc., who will 

address key governance trends for 2013. Additionally, we have assembled a group of respected 

corporate governance leaders to participate in in-depth, interactive peer group exchanges via the 

roundtable format planned for both the morning and afternoon sessions. Our focus on peer-to-peer 

practical advice and guidance has always been the hallmark for NDI, making you both teacher and 

student in order to foster candid dialogue about real-world situations and practical solutions for 

effective governance.

We are also very pleased to present the inaugural Director of the Year Awards to richard Donnelly of 

Oshkosh Corporation and Marie Meisenbach Graul of Pelican Products, Inc. We congratulate Dick and 

Marie, and look forward to hearing their seasoned views on directorships and corporate governance 

during today’s program. 

Following the NDI Executive Exchange, we encourage you to visit our NDI Web site, Foley.com/NDI, to 

learn more about opportunities to attend NDI Checkpoint Web conferences.

On behalf of Aon, D.F. King, Eversheds, KPMG LLP, Morgan Stanley, Boardroom Bound, and Inforum 

BoardAccess™ Initiative, thank you for attending our NDI Executive Exchange.

Sincerely,

Steven r. Barth 

NDI Program Chair 

Co-Chair, Transactional & Securities Practice 

Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
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  agenda

 7:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 

 8:00 a.m.  welcome

Steven r. Barth, Partner and NDI Program Chair, Foley & Lardner LLP

 8:10 a.m. Featured Speaker — key governance Trends for 2013 

Nell Minow, Co-Owner and Director, GMI ratings, Inc.

 9:00 a.m. CEO panel 

John Dwyer, Jr., Chairman, Telcare, Inc.
David Friend, Chairman and CEO, Carbonite, Inc.
Nicole Y. Lamb-hale, Senior Vice President, Albright Stonebridge Group 
Richard a. Meeusen, Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer, Badger Meter, Inc.
Matthew parr, Managing Director, Morgan Stanley
paresh patel, Chief Executive Officer, hCI Group, Inc.
Ross E. Roeder, Chairman and CEO, Florida Southwest Marine, LLC
Jay O. Rothman, Chairman and CEO, Foley & Lardner LLP
Richard J. Tobin, Chief Executive Officer, CNh Industrial N.V.

 10:00 a.m. Roundtable Breakout Session i

 a. Significant internal investigations and the Board’s Role

Neill Blundell, head of Fraud & Investigations Group, Eversheds LLP
Jeffrey a. garfield, Director, Forensic Services, Stryker Corporation
Bryan B. house, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP 
Corey M. Martens, Partner, U.S. Forensic Advisory Services, KPMG LLP
Jacqueline Urban, Managing Director, National Legal & Claims Practice, Aon risk Solutions –  
Financial Services Group

 B. private Company Corporate governance Best practices

paul D. Broude, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Edward Freeman, CFO and General Counsel, Oasys Water
Steve hajdukovic, Partner, KPMG LLP
Robert J. Lepofsky, Chairman, Westcliff Capital Group
Edwin D. Mason, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
David E. Zyer, Partner, OCA Ventures

 C. Executive Compensation hot Topics

M. Shan atkins, Director, The Pep Boys – Manny Moe & Jack
Beth i.Z. Boland, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Curt p. Creely, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Jessica S. Lochmann allen, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
patrick Mcgurn, Special Counsel, Institutional Shareholder Services, an MSCI brand 
Nicole Strothman, General Counsel, Ideal Image Development, Inc.
Chuck T. Yen, Partner, Executive Compensation and Corporate Governance Consulting Practice,  
Aon hewitt
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 D. Dealing with activist Shareholders

phillip M. goldberg, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Richard h. grubaugh, Senior Vice President, D.F. King & Co., Inc.
Janice hester amey, Portfolio Manager, California State Teachers’ retirement System
kristen Rossi, Managing Director, Morgan Stanley
gregory p. Taxin, President, Clinton Group, Inc.

 E. governance Changes in Becoming a public Company

Sanjay Madhu, Chief Executive Officer, Oxbridge re holdings Limited
Danielle Sheer, Vice President, General Counsel, and Corporate Secretary, Carbonite, Inc.
Martin a. Traber, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Jon S. wheeler, Chairman and CEO, Wheeler real Estate Investment Trust

 11:15 a.m. Roundtable Breakout Session ii 

 a. private Equity portfolio Company Corporate governance

Steve Baker, Managing Director, Morgan Stanley
John Dwyer, Jr., Chairman, Telcare, Inc.
gabor garai, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Todd krasnow, highland Capital Partners
Thomas E. parro, Founder and Senior Managing Director, MErK Capital Corporation
Susan E. pravda, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

 B. audit Committee hot Topics

Mark T. plichta, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
h. David Sherman, Professor of Accounting, Northeastern University D’Amore-McKim  
School of Business 
Daragh watson, Senior Manager, KPMG LLP
Mark a. Zorko, CFO, CEO, and Board Audit Committee Financial Expert

 C. Ten Things a Director Should know about her D&O policy 

kevin gadbois, Executive Vice President, Great American Insurance Company 
Ethan D. Lenz, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Steve Shappell, Managing Director, Financial Services Group, Global & Legal Claims Practice,  
Aon Group, Inc.

 D. Board Oversight of intellectual property Strategy

Sharon R. Barner, Vice President – General Counsel, Cummins Inc.
Jeanne M. gills, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
James C. Murray, Managing Director, head of Wireless Banking, and Co-head of Global Satellite 
Banking, Morgan Stanley 
gary Roth, President and CEO, Syntroleum Corporation
David Schellhase, General Counsel, Groupon, Inc.
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 E. Board Composition Challenges and Solutions

patrick Daugherty, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Derek Dewan, Former Chairman of the Board, MPS Group, Inc.
James Clarence Johnson, General Counsel, Loop Capital Markets LLC 
Michael B. kirwan, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
James L. koutoulas, CEO, Typhon Capital Management 
patrick Mcgurn, Special Counsel, Institutional Shareholder Services, an MSCI brand
Stacia Ryan, Managing Director, Investment Banking Division, Morgan Stanley

 12:15 p.m. Lunch 

 1:00 p.m. Roundtable Breakout Session iii 

 a. international and Emerging Market issues in the Boardroom

Neville Byford, Partner, Eversheds LLP
Francisco J. Cerezo, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
andrew J. Curtain, Managing Director, KPMG LLP
andrew Legg, Senior Litigation Partner, Eversheds LLP
Donald J. Ortegel, regional Managing Director, Central region, Aon risk Solutions –  
Financial Services Group

 B. Environmental, Social, and governance issues in the Boardroom

John Brosnan, Senior Vice President, Aon Financial Services Group, Professional risk Solutions 
Carolyn T. Long, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
patrick Mcgurn, Special Counsel, Institutional Shareholder Services, an MSCI brand 
Nell Minow, Co-Owner and Director, GMI ratings, Inc.
Steven w. vazquez, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

 C. Macro-Economic and political issues and Their Effect in the Boardroom

Deborah Dorman-Rodriguez, Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, and Corporate Secretary, 
health Care Service Corporation
David Fergusson, President, The M&A Advisor
alex Yong hao, resident Partner, Jun he Law Offices
Todd B. pfister, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Selig D. Sacks, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

 D. Evaluating acquisitions in the Boardroom

Shez k. Bandukwala, Managing Director, KPMG Corporate Finance LLC
hugh D. Sullivan, Vice Chairman, Investment Banking, Morgan Stanley
peter C. Underwood, Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary, regal-Beloit Corporation
John k. wilson, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

 E. Board Oversight of Capital allocation Strategies

Richard h. grubaugh, Senior Vice President, D.F. King & Co., Inc.
Matthew parr, Managing Director, Morgan Stanley
patrick g. Quick, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP
Joe Rodgers, Managing Director, KPMG Corporate Finance LLC
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 2:15 p.m. Director of the Year awards and award winner Remarks

Steven R. Barth, Partner and NDI Program Chair, Foley & Lardner LLP
Richard Donnelly, Chairman of the Board, Oshkosh Corporation
Marie Meisenbach graul, Audit Committee Chair and Independent Director, Pelican Products, Inc.

 3:15 p.m. Closing Remarks and Cocktail Reception 

Steven R. Barth, Partner and NDI Program Chair, Foley & Lardner LLP

please save the date for the next programs in our quarterly  
NDi Checkpoint web Conference Series!

February 19, 2014

May 21, 2014

august 20, 2014

December 3, 2014

NaTiONaL  
DiRECTORS
iNSTiTUTE NDi Checkpoint

All Web conferences will begin at 12:00 p.m. Central. Check back regularly  
for updated information on Foley.com/NDICheckpoint.
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ThE CONFERENCE ChaiR

  Steven R. Barth  
Partner, Transactional & Securities Practice Co-Chair, and NDI Program Chair, Foley & Lardner LLP

As co-chair of the Transactional & Securities Practice, Steve practices in the areas of mergers, 
acquisitions, leveraged recapitalizations, and buyouts; venture capital and private equity fund 
formation and portfolio company investment; public and private offerings of equity and debt 
securities; public corporation securities laws and reporting compliance; and corporate governance. 
he also assists in the organization, development, and financing of start-up and development-stage 
corporations. Steve also has extensive experience counseling mid-market and closely held firms, 
including many family businesses. he has helped many mid-sized companies adopt and implement 
their strategic plans and transition ownership and management to the next family generation, to 
employees, and to strategic or financial buyers.

Steve has represented buyers, sellers, investors, and intermediaries in more than 600 business 
combination transactions aggregating more than $20 billion in total consideration. he has worked 
on deals both domestically and internationally, involving both publicly held and private corporations, 
over a broad range of industries. Steve also has represented issuers or underwriters in securities 
offerings raising more than $20 billion, and he currently represents or has represented a number of 
publicly traded companies, including The Marcus Corporation (NYSE: MCS); Orion Energy Systems, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: OESX); First Business Financial Services, Inc. (NASDAQ: FBIZ); Cummins Inc. (NYSE: CMI); 
Superior Services, Inc. (NYSE: SUPr); Fresh Brands, Inc. (NASDAQ: FrSh); MGIC Investment Corp. 
(NYSE: MTG); Northland Cranberries, Inc. (NASDAQ: CrBY); hein-Werner, Inc. (AMEX: hWI); and Bucyrus 
International, Inc. (NASDAQ: BUCY). Steve also is a primary outside counsel for robert W. Baird & Co. 
Inc., a regional investment banking firm.

he previously served on the board of Fresh Brands, Inc. (NASDAQ: FrSh), where he was audit 
committee and corporate governance committee chairman. Steve is the program chair for Foley’s 
National Directors Institute, a year-long series of interactive programs for directors, officers, general 
counsel, and boardroom advisors to both public and private companies focusing on corporate 
governance issues.
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ThE MODERaTORS aND paNELiSTS
M. Shan atkins 
Director, The Pep Boys – Manny Moe & Jack

Shan is a corporate director and co-founder of Chetrum Capital LLC, a private investment 
firm. She formerly served as executive vice president of Sears, roebuck, & Co., where she 
held various senior line and staff roles, including management of a multi-billion-dollar hardlines 
division and global product sourcing. 

Shan presently serves as a director of Spartan Stores (NASD), Tim hortons (NYSE), Pep Boys 
(NYSE), and True Value hardware. She is the current chair of the compensation committee at 
Pep Boys, and serves as audit chair at Spartan Stores and True Value. Previously, Shan spent 
14 years with Bain & Company, where she was a leader in the retail and consumer practice. 
Shan is an alumna of harvard Business School and Queen’s University at Kingston, Ontario.

Steve Baker 
Managing Director, Morgan Stanley

Steve is a managing director at Morgan Stanley and a member of the firm’s Media & 
Communications and Financial Sponsors Groups. he is responsible for the Global Education 
Services Investment Banking franchise and the U.S. Cable franchise. Steve joined Morgan 
Stanley in 2004 after spending three years at Credit Suisse First Boston in the Media & 
Telecommunications Group. Prior to business school, Steve spent three years in the Corporate 
Finance Group at Arthur Andersen. recent notable transactions include: advising Permira on 
a $450 million LBO of Renaissance Learning; advising Providence Equity on a $1.8 billion 
acquisition of Blackboard Sale of BArBrI from Thomson reuters to Leeds Equity; and advising 
Morgan Stanley Private Equity on a $775 million purchase of stake in Learning Care Group. 
Steve earned his B.A. in economics and accounting in 1996 from the College of the Holy Cross 
and his M.B.A. with a concentration in finance and entrepreneurship in 2001 from the University 
of Chicago Booth School of Business.

Shez k. Bandukwala 
Managing Director, KPMG Corporate Finance LLC

Shez joined KPMG Corporate Finance LLC as the head of the U.S. Cleantech practice. As a 
leader in corporate finance, Shez serves and expands relationships with cleantech clients that 
expand across the industrial, technology, and energy sectors with a focus on M&A advisory 
services and private equity and debt capital raises. Shez advises the management teams of 
publicly traded and privately owned companies as well as their board members and venture/
private equity investors. he also directs the firm’s efforts in key cleantech subsectors, including 
renewable power generation (solar, biomass), advanced energy technologies (advanced 
batteries, PEV, hEV, fuel cells), advanced alternative fuels, energy efficiency (smart grid, 
advanced lighting, demand, supply side solutions), preservation (water purification, recycling), 
and environmental markets.

Shez has been an investment banker since 1992, with a background serving middle-market 
growth companies within various high-profile sectors. Prior to joining KPMG, Shez was a 
managing director at Stifel Nicolaus Weisel (NYSE: SF), where he founded and led the cleantech 
investment banking group. Previously, he was a partner at ThinkEquity LLC, where he led the 
consumer investment banking group prior to founding and led the cleantech investment banking 
group for the firm. Shez also spent 10 years at William Blair & Company, where he was a 
principal and one of the founding partners of the technology investment banking group.



8

Sharon R. Barner 
Vice President – General Counsel, Cummins Inc.

The hon. Sharon r. Barner is the vice president and general counsel of Cummins Inc., a global 
manufacturer of diesel engines and related products, including power generation systems, 
headquartered in Indiana. Sharon is one of the country’s leading experts on intellectual property (IP). 
She served as deputy under secretary of commerce for intellectual property and deputy director of 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (2009 – 2011), where she was a leader in IP policy, helped 
develop and articulate U.S. positions on all patent, trademark, and copyright issues, both domestic 
and foreign, and helped promote strategies to thwart the theft of U.S. IP around the world.

Prior to joining Cummins, Sharon also enjoyed a distinguished career at Foley, where she was 
a partner, chair of the Intellectual Property Department, and a member of the firm’s executive 
management committee (2003 – 2009). Sharon received her law degree from the University of 
Michigan, and graduated with dual B.S./B.A. degrees from Syracuse University. She has received 
numerous awards and honors during her career, including the “2011 Women of Vision Award” from 
the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois.

Neill Blundell 
head of Fraud & Investigations Group, Eversheds LLP

Neill is a highly experienced fraud and regulatory lawyer who is able to advise clients on the 
interface between business and regulatory practice and the criminal law. he has particular expertise 
in advising and representing individuals, corporate clients, professional firms, and financial 
organizations in areas such as market abuse and insider dealing, bribery and corruption, money 
laundering, extradition, and fraud and financial compliance. he has advised on various high-profile 
investigations and proceedings brought by the U.K. Financial Services Authority (FSA), U.K. Serious 
Fraud Office (SFO), U.K. revenue & Customs Prosecution Office, U.K. Crown Prosecution Service, 
Department for Business Innovation and Skills, and Office of Fair Trading. he has advised individuals 
who have become the subject of a disciplinary investigation in their professional capacity.

Neill has been instructed on some of the largest U.K. fraud investigations, including an £85 million 
VAT fraud, the “Kieran Fallon” race-fixing case, the SFO investigation into corruption between BAE 
and the Saudi royal Family, and “Cash for honours,” and has been involved in a host of complex 
investigations by other bodies such as the CPS, hMrC, FSA, and OFT. Neill is a solicitor-advocate.

Beth i.Z. Boland 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Beth is a securities and class action litigator who represents clients in shareholder suits, SEC and 
attorney general investigations, and consumer class actions. recently named one of the most 
“influential” attorneys in the commonwealth by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, Beth regularly 
represents corporations and institutional investors in connection with insider trading issues, 
accounting fraud, corporate control issues, and derivative actions. Beth sits on the board of the New 
England Chapter of the National Association of Corporate Directors and serves as a commissioner 
(appointed by the Massachusetts governor) on the $4.5 billion state Lottery Commission board.  
She advises corporate boards and leads internal investigations and the defense of government 
enforcement actions involving whistleblower claims, corporate governance issues, and disputes 
involving executive compensation and strategic business transactions.
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John Brosnan 
Senior Vice President, Aon Financial Services Group, Professional risk Solutions

John works with Aon as a senior broker specializing in commercial E&O (including technology), 
network security and privacy (cyber), media liability, and intellectual property insurance coverages 
(including the patent, copyright, and trademark areas). In this capacity, John represents companies 
in the retail, technology, media, insurance, and telecommunications industries. John’s responsibilities 
include the risk evaluation, program design, implementation, and servicing of insurance programs for 
major accounts in his areas of expertise.

John has drafted white papers and state of the marketplace documents relating to his areas of 
expertise, and he has also been quoted in numerous publications, including Risk and Insurance, 
Business Insurance, Treasury and Risk Management, and National Underwriter. In addition, John is a 
frequent speaker, including events sponsored by The American Bar Association, risk and Insurance 
Management Society (rIMS), Tillinghast/Towers Perrin, the Institutional Investors, the Professional 
Liability Underwriting Society (PLUS), The Defense research Institute (DrI), and the Licensing 
Executive Society (LES).

paul D. Broude 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Paul is a member of Foley’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital Practices, 
co-chair of the firm’s Technology Industry Team, and a member of the Life Sciences Industry Team. he 
represents issuers, investment banking firms, and investors in public offerings, private placements, 
strategic partnerships, and other financings; buyers and sellers of privately held and publicly traded 
companies; and management groups and boards of directors in “going private” transactions. he 
counsels clients on securities laws compliance, corporate governance issues, and compensation 
planning for executives. he is a former representative to the SEC’s Council on Capital Formation.  
The Legal 500 has recognized Paul for his work in mergers and acquisitions (2010 – 2012).

Neville Byford 
Partner, Eversheds LLP

Neville joined Eversheds as a partner in the London IAG team from the U.S. firm Morgan Lewis,  
where he was a partner for 10 years. he specializes in complex international arbitrations and has 
extensive experience in commercial disputes and banking arbitrations as well as large-scale energy 
and mining disputes. 

Neville has written articles for The Times and appeared on BBC radio to discuss various legal issues 
arising from the cases in which he had been involved. he has also been recommended in the Guide to 
the World’s Leading Experts in Commercial Arbitration.
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Francisco J. Cerezo 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Francisco is chair of Foley’s Latin America Practice, co-chair of the International Practice, and 
a member of the Transactional & Securities Practice. his practice focuses on corporate and 
international matters, advising U.S. and foreign companies, family groups, and sovereigns 
doing business in the Americas and the Caribbean. he has extensive experience in corporate 
and financial services, cross-border transactions, strategic corporate counseling, mergers and 
acquisitions, and public-private partnerships. 

Francisco was listed in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, an annual listing of 
the leading business lawyers and law firms in the world (2010 – 2013). he was also recognized 
as a foreign expert in corporate/M&A by Chambers Global (2013) and cited for “his impressive 
client list including leading Latin American companies in industries as diverse as financial services, 
telecoms, and tourism, and he has enjoyed notable highlights.” In 2012, he was recognized by 
Hispanic Business Magazine on its annual list of the “50 Influentials,” which profiles 50 of the most 
influential hispanics in the United States across industries.

Francisco has been featured or cited in numerous publications, including the American Lawyer, 
Latin Lawyer, Miami Herald, Financier Worldwide, and Daily Business Review. he is also a regular 
television commentator on matters of international and corporate law, with appearances on CNN 
en Español, CNN headline News, and NBC’s Today Show.

Curt p. Creely 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Curt is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital 
Practices, as well as the firm’s Life Sciences and Technology Industry Teams. Curt’s practice 
focuses on counseling companies, investors, investment banking firms, and entrepreneurs in 
connection with public and private securities offerings, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, 
strategic transactions, securities law compliance and reporting, corporate governance matters, 
loan transactions, and company formation. Prior to joining Foley, Curt served as in-house general 
counsel for a NASDAQ-listed company, where he was responsible for managing the company’s 
broad range of legal needs, including securities law compliance, strategic transactions, 
technology development and protection, foreign legal matters, and general corporate needs. Curt 
frequently speaks and writes on corporate finance, securities law, SEC, and M&A matters.

andrew J. Curtin 
Managing Director, KPMG LLP

Andrew is a managing director in the New York office of KPMG LLP’s Forensic Advisory Services 
practice, with more than 25 years of experience in internal corporate fraud investigations, Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act investigations, and developing and reviewing compliance, training, and 
business ethics programs. 

he served in the law department of Citigroup and Travelers Insurance as chief compliance and 
privacy officer, Claim Services, and chief anti-money laundering officer. he was also responsible 
for implementing anti-fraud programs and conducting internal investigations. These investigations 
included enforcement actions initiated by the Department of Justice, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, state attorneys general, and the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Investigations.

Andrew supervised and conducted the investigation and prosecution of complex financial services 
fraud, money laundering, and organized crime cases in state and federal court in the offices of the 
New York State attorney general and the Manhattan district attorney.
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patrick Daugherty 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Pat is an SEC attorney with a corporate, finance, and regulatory practice of national scope. As both 
a deal-maker and a seasoned advisor, he draws upon 30 years of experience in major financial 
and business centers, as well as at the SEC in Washington, to negotiate and close deals for clients 
and advise them how best to achieve other business objectives in view of legal norms and market 
expectations. he has a bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University and a law degree from 
Cornell University.

Derek Dewan 
Former Chairman of the Board, MPS Group, Inc.

Derek began his career at PriceWaterhouseCoopers and was one of the youngest professionals 
to achieve partner level at age 29. While at PWC, Derek also served as managing partner of 
the Jacksonville, Florida office and was instrumental in the formation and financing of AccuStaff 
Incorporated. In January 1994, Derek joined as president and chief executive officer and took the 
company public (NASDAQ: ASTF) that same year in a $22 million initial public offering. In October 
1995 and April 1996, Derek led the successful secondary stock offerings of $110 million and 
$370 million, respectively. AccuStaff listed on the NYSE (NYSE: ASI) in 1996 and was on The Wall 
Street Journal’s “top performing stock list” for three consecutive years. he ranked No. 22 among 
the prestigious CEO 100 Index from 1995 through 1997, when the company ranked No. 6 for 
stock price performance and had a stock price growth rate of 904 percent. At that time, Derek 
assumed the additional title of chairman. The company grew from approximately $70 million in 
revenue in 1994 to a $4 billion conglomerate in 1998 through a combination of internal growth and 
acquisitions. Its market capitalization reached a high of $4 billion in 1996 and 1998.

In 1998, AccuStaff changed its name to Modis Professional Services, Inc. (NYSE: MPS), later  
to become MPS Group, Inc. Under Derek’s leadership, the company became a Fortune 1000 world-
class global multidisciplinary business services provider, with a network of offices in the United 
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, continental Europe, Asia, and Australia. In 2009, Derek was 
instrumental in the sale of MPS Group, Inc. to the largest staffing company in the world, Adecco 
Group, for $1.3 billion. 

he has served for three years on the NYSE’s Listed Company Advisory Committee and helped 
promulgate new corporate governance standards for NYSE-listed companies.

Deborah Dorman-Rodriguez 
Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, and Corporate Secretary, health Care Service Corporation

Deborah is senior vice president, chief legal officer, and corporate secretary of health Care Service 
Corporation (hCSC), which operates the Blue Cross Blue Shield plans in Illinois, Texas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, and Montana. Deborah is responsible for overseeing all legal issues affecting hCSC, 
including litigation, regulatory matters, and mergers and acquisitions. Deborah also served as vice 
president and general counsel of Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Mexico (BCBSNM) from 2000 
through 2007. Before joining BCBSNM, Deborah was in private practice with a law firm in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, where she represented health insurers, physician groups, and other health care 
organizations on regulatory and transactional matters. 
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Deborah previously held positions as special counsel to the New Mexico Superintendent of Insurance, 
Assistant Attorney General with the New Mexico Attorney General’s Office, where she specialized in 
insurance and telecommunications regulatory issues, and as law clerk to the late honorable Pamela B. 
Minzner of the New Mexico Supreme Court. Deborah received her J.D. from the University of Oregon Law 
School and is licensed to practice law in California, New Mexico, and Illinois (in house). She is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the Association for Corporate Counsel, and the American health  
Lawyers Association.

John Dwyer, Jr. 
Chairman, Telcare, Inc.

John is chairman of Telcare, Inc. he previously served as CEO of e-MEDx and Vetcentric, as well as COO 
of Active health Management. With Washington-based law firm Arent Fox LLP, he also advised early-stage 
health care technology companies. John is also a frequent speaker on financing and regulatory issues 
faced by emerging health care technology companies, business risks associated with the FDA approval 
process, and patent insurance.

John co-founded Alzheimer’s Action PAC, the first political action committee focused on Alzheimer’s 
disease. he is also on the executive council of Leaders Engaged against Alzheimer’s Disease (LEAD), 
which focuses on developing and executing a strategic plan for addressing the treatment of Alzheimer’s. 
he is a graduate of Marquette University and Cornell University Law School.

David Fergusson 
President, The M&A Advisor

David is the president of The M&A Advisor, the world’s premier leadership organization of mergers and 
acquisitions, restructuring, and financing professionals. headquartered in New York, David leads The 
M&A Advisor’s global services operations, managing the publishing, media, summit, and connection 
services for the firm’s network of more than 300,000 M&A, restructuring, and financing professionals 
around the world. 

During his 30-year career, David has developed, acquired, and managed more than 40 product and service 
brands and companies across the North American and international markets. Prior to joining The M&A 
Advisor in 2010, he was a founding partner of Paradigm Partners, a small and mid-cap venture capital 
management firm, which conducted more than 25 acquisitions during David’s 15-year term. 

As the curator and host of The M&A Advisor’s exclusive thought leadership summits, David engages 
regularly with leading stalwarts in the finance industry, media, and government and is a contributor to 
industry publications and media reporting. An analyst and frequent speaker on the subject of foreign 
direct investment from and into emerging markets, David established M&A LINKS™ to connect cross-
border buyers, sellers, and investment professionals. David is a graduate of the Kings Edgehill School 
and the University of Guelph with a B.A. in political studies.
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Edward Freeman 
CFO and General Counsel, Oasys Water

Ed is currently the CFO and general counsel at Oasys Water, a Boston-based company providing 
technology to lower the cost of producing clean water from salt water sources. Ed has more than 22 
years of leadership experience directing legal, finance, IP, and human capital activities in companies 
across multiple industries, including clean technology, biotechnology, IT, and venture capital. Prior to 
joining Oasys, Ed was a member of the leadership team at Ensemble Therapeutics, where he served as 
general counsel and vice president of operations and finance. he previously served as general counsel 
of Flagship Ventures and started his legal career at Testa, hurwitz & Thibeault, LLP. Before going to law 
school, Ed was an accountant at Arthur Andersen & Co. he holds a J.D. from Boston College Law School 
and a B.S./B.A.  in accounting from Boston University.

David Friend 
Chairman and CEO, Carbonite, Inc.

David is the chairman and CEO of Carbonite, Inc., a leading provider of cloud backup solutions for 
small businesses and consumers. As a successful entrepreneur, he has co-founded six technology 
companies, innovating in the areas of music, graphics, business intelligence, telecommunications, audio 
and conferencing, and cloud backup in his 40-year career. In 2010, David was named Ernst & Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year in the Emerging Technology category for the New England region. he has been 
featured in USA Today, Tech Capital, The Boston Globe, Mass High Tech, Fortune, and Forbes. David holds 
a bachelor’s degree in engineering from Yale University and attended the Princeton University Graduate 
School of Engineering, where he was a David Sarnoff Fellow.

kevin gadbois 
Executive Vice President, Great American Insurance Company

Kevin is executive vice president responsible for claims, compliance, and regulatory matters for the 
Executive Liability Division of Great American Insurance Company. He joined Great American in 1992 as 
a senior claims attorney responsible for handling directors’ and officers’ liability and insurance company 
professional liability claims. In 1995, Kevin moved to the underwriting side of the business with oversight 
for all financial institutions business. From 1997 through 1999, he was vice president of financial services 
for Starr Excess Liability Insurance Co., a subsidiary of American International Group, Inc., in hamilton 
Bermuda, where he underwrote D&O, E&O, EPL, and other management liability coverages. Kevin rejoined 
Great American in 2000. he has been a frequent speaker at conferences throughout the United States, 
including the PLUS International Conference, the PLUS D&O Symposium, and rIMS. Kevin received his J.D. 
from The John Marshall Law School and is also a certified public accountant.
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gabor garai 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Gabor is chair of Foley’s Private Equity & Venture Capital Practice and co-chair of the Life 
Sciences Industry Team. his practice encompasses all legal and business aspects of structuring, 
financing, and managing various types of investment funds; negotiating mergers, acquisitions, 
and dispositions of portfolio companies; structuring investments in emerging companies; and 
participating in strategic decisions of funds and fund-owned companies.

Gabor lectures and writes frequently to business professionals on venture capital, private equity, 
and mergers and acquisitions. he recently co-edited “Buying and Selling a Privately Owned 
Business in Massachusetts” and “Middle Market Mergers and Acquisitions,” both published by 
MCLE. Gabor has been Peer review rated as AV® Preeminent™, the highest performance rating 
in Martindale-hubbell’s peer review rating system. In 2010, 2012, and 2013, The Legal 500 
recognized him for his mergers and acquisitions work and again for his health care – life sciences 
work in 2013. he was selected for inclusion in the Massachusetts Super Lawyers® lists (2004 
– 2012) and has also been selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® 
(copyright 2014 by Woodward/White, Inc., Aiken, S.C.) since 2007 in the fields of mergers and 
acquisitions and corporate law.

Jeffrey a. garfield 
Director, Forensic Services, Stryker Corporation

Jeff is the director of Forensic Services at Stryker Corporation and has been with Stryker for 
almost three years. In this role, Jeff is responsible for the oversight of Stryker’s global Internal 
Investigations group and FCPA Compliance Program, as well as other ongoing monitoring and 
auditing activities to identify and mitigate keys risks across the corporation. 

Prior to joining Stryker, Jeff was a practitioner with several global professional service firms, 
where he led numerous engagements across a wide range of industries involving allegations of 
improper financial accounting issues, including revenue recognition, asset misappropriation, stock 
option accounting, whistleblower/audit committee investigations, and the assessment of potential 
FCPA violations. 
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Jeanne M. gills 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Jeanne is vice chair of Foley’s national Intellectual Property Department, which comprises more than 
200 attorneys, and former vice-chair of Foley’s IP Litigation Practice. She regularly represents Fortune 
500 clients in diverse industries (from electronics to biotech) in connection with complex IP litigation 
and appeals, IP transactions, and IP procurement and enforcement in the United States and abroad.  
her trial experience includes a 2013 jury trial involving an IP license agreement for a Fortune 200 
company wherein more than $150 million was at stake, as well as such “bet the company” cases as 
DeKalb v. Pioneer, a patent case concerning genetically engineered corn where more than $500 million 
was at stake.

Jeanne’s broad-based IP experience has resulted in recognition as a leading patent and trade secrets 
litigator by The Legal 500 (2007, 2010); “Top Minority IP Partner” by AIPLA and MCCA (2003); as a 
recipient of Nation’s Best Advocates: 40 Lawyers Under 40 Award by the National Bar Association and 
IMPACT (2010); IAM Patent 1000 — The World’s Leading Patent Practitioners (2012), Leading Lawyers 
(patent law, 2012 – 2013); LawDragon 3000 for IP (2011); on the Illinois Super Lawyers® list (2005, 
2006, 2008 – 2013); and as an AV® rated attorney through Martindale-hubbell’s peer review process.

She earned a B.S., with honors, in electrical engineering from Michigan State University and a J.D. 
from the University of Chicago Law School, and is also a registered USPTO patent attorney. She 
regularly presents seminars and publishes on a variety of IP topics.

phillip M. goldberg 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Phillip focuses primarily on corporate governance and securities law matters. he has been involved 
in numerous proxy contests and related takeover cases, representing both activist investors and 
corporations. Phillip also counsels securities broker-dealers and other clients on compliance with the 
federal and state securities laws and rules of the various self-regulatory organizations (SrOs). he 
represents those clients in SEC enforcement proceedings and SrO disciplinary and other proceedings 
and litigation. Phillip also assists special committees of boards of public companies in investigations 
of financial reporting and related conduct. he has represented various broker-dealers and individuals 
in significant investigations relating to research analyst conflicts of interest, sales of derivatives, IPO 
allocations, insider trading, and financial reporting and net capital compliance.

Richard h. grubaugh 
Senior Vice President, D.F. King & Co., Inc.

rick primarily advises corporations and shareholders involved in complex shareholder transactions, 
specializing in corporate control situations such as proxy contests, mergers, and unsolicited tender 
offers. rick formulates and recommends shareholder communications strategies for public companies 
in crisis situations. Prior speaking engagements include various programs sponsored by Practising 
Law Institute, the National Investor relations Institute, the Society of Corporate Secretaries and 
Governance Professionals, and Georgetown University’s program on business ethics and corporate 
governance. Prior to joining King, rick was a principal of MalCon Proxy Advisors, Inc. and Beacon 
hill Partners, Inc., specializing in advising companies and activist shareholders in corporate control 
situations. rick began his proxy solicitation career at the Carter Organization, Inc., joining that firm in 
1986. Rick earned a B.A. from Virginia Wesleyan College in 1986.
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Steve hadjukovic 
Partner, KPMG LLP

Steve is an audit partner in KPMG LLP’s Chicago office. he began his career in the Oak Brook, 
Illinois office in 1990, where he focused on serving commercial middle-market clients. In 
1993, he joined the Chicago office, where he has continued to focus on commercial clients in 
KPMG’s Consumer + Industrial line of business. Steve has provided professional audit services 
to several large multinational groups in accordance with SEC and U.S. GAAP requirements. his 
audit experience includes leasing, accounts receivable securitizations, acquisition, divestitures, 
public debt and equity offerings, and private placements.

In addition to his client responsibilities, Steve is the practice leader for more than 100 partners 
and employees in KPMG’s Consumer + Industrial line of business and he also is the Private 
Markets Group leader for the Chicago office.

alex Yong hao 
resident Partner, Jun he Law Offices

Alex is a resident partner at Jun he’s New York office. he has been practicing law in New York 
since 2003, and joined Jun he in 2011 after eight years at two leading U.S. law firms. Alex 
has significant experience in corporate, M&A, finance, and FDI matters involving China. he also 
advises U.S. clients on complying with China’s rapidly developing laws in areas such as anti-
bribery, anti-monopoly, labor and employment, and national security. In addition, Alex acts as 
outside general counsel for many Chinese clients investing in the United States and links them 
with U.S. lawyers and other professionals. 

Alex frequently speaks at seminars and conferences in the United States on China-related legal 
and business issues, and has been interviewed by CCTV, Phoenix TV, China Daily, and other 
leading Chinese media. he is a member of the New York State Bar Association and a registered 
Foreign Lawyer with the Law Society of hong Kong, as well as a native Mandarin speaker.

Janice hester amey 
Portfolio Manager, California State Teachers’ retirement System

Janice is a portfolio manager in the Corporate Governance unit at the California State Teachers’ 
retirement System (CalSTrS). Janice has had a long tenure in the fiduciary investments field 
and now has more than 30 years of experience in the public funds sector and the commercial 
sector. CalSTrS is a public pension fund established for the benefit of the California public 
school teachers nearly 100 years ago. CalSTrS, a defined benefit plan, serves more than 
800,000 members, retirees, and beneficiaries. CalSTRS has a portfolio valued at $152 billion 
as of August 2012. Global Equity represents $77 billion of those assets; corporate governance 
is a sub-asset category of Global Equities and does have asset management responsibilities.

Janice is responsible for the day-to-day management and the development of policies and 
guidelines relative to the activist investment managers and corporate governance. CalSTrS’ 
corporate governance guidelines and most recent fiscal year domestic proxy votes can be 
found on the fund’s Web site at calstrs.com.
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Bryan B. house 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Bryan is member of the Securities Enforcement & Litigation and Government Enforcement, 
Compliance & White Collar Defense Practices. his practice focuses on securities litigation and 
enforcement proceedings, as well as internal investigations and whistleblower matters. he has 
represented a variety of clients, including broker-dealers, underwriters, attorneys, and auditors, as 
well as public companies and their officers and directors, in government enforcement matters and 
litigation. he also has represented companies, audit committees, special litigation committees, 
officers, and directors in connection with internal investigations relating to securities and white 
collar criminal matters. Bryan’s experience includes matters relating to financial statement 
irregularities, disclosure, subprime failures, and the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

James Clarence Johnson 
General Counsel, Loop Capital Markets LLC

James serves as Loop Capital Markets LLC’s general counsel. he is a licensed attorney in Illinois 
and California. Prior to joining Loop Capital in 2010, James amassed more than three decades of 
regulatory, commercial, and public company legal experience. he began his career at the United 
States Securities and Exchange Commission, ultimately becoming special counsel in the Los 
Angeles regional Office. Most recently, he served as vice president and assistant general counsel in 
the Commercial Airplanes group at The Boeing Company.

James earned his B.A., cum laude with distinction, in history from the University of Pennsylvania and 
his J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Michael B. kirwan 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Michael is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities, Finance & Financial Institutions, 
and Private Equity & Venture Capital Practices. he counsels clients on acquisitions, financings, 
securities, and corporate governance matters. he has worked on numerous public and private 
offerings, including IPOs and follow-on offerings; represented many companies on their periodic 
reporting obligations and other matters before the SEC; formed hedge funds; and handled a variety 
of business combinations and venture capital matters. he has significant experience in the banking, 
insurance, and rEIT industries. he represents a number of publicly traded companies listed on 
the NYSE and NASDAQ. Prior to joining Foley, Michael was a partner at LaBoeuf, Lamb, Greene 
& Macrae, LLP. he then became the executive vice president and chief operating officer for a 
national technology consulting firm. He received his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1988, and his 
bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, from Duke University in 1984.
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James L. koutoulas 
CEO, Typhon Capital Management

James is the CEO of Typhon Capital Management, a CTA, and CPO. he is the president and co-
founder of the Commodity Customer Coalition, a nonprofit advocacy organization formed after 
the MFG bankruptcy. he works with regulators, Congress, and industry leaders to help protect 
commodities customers. James has appeared on CNBC, Bloomberg, and CNN, and was 
featured in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and reuters. James is on the National 
Futures Association Board, where he serves on the executive and appeals committees. 

James earned a J.D. from Northwestern University Law School and is a member of the Illinois 
Bar. he serves as a consulting expert to the Northwestern Investor Protection Clinic and is a 
member of Mensa. James also has a degree in finance from the University of Florida.

Todd krasnow 
highland Capital Partners

Todd was a member of the founding management team at Staples. As executive vice president 
of sales and marketing, he helped grow the company to $7 billion in revenue. Today, Todd 
is with the venture capital firm highland Capital Partners and also serves independently on a 
variety of boards. he is the lead independent director for Carbonite, Inc. (NASDAQ: CArB). 
he also serves as the director of Tile Shop (NASDAQ: TTS). In addition, Todd is on the boards 
of C+S Wholesale Grocers and OnForce, Inc. Todd was formerly on the faculty of harvard 
Business School as the entrepreneur in residence, and he continues to serve on several 
nonprofit boards.

Nicole Y. Lamb-hale 
Senior Vice President, Albright Stonebridge Group

Nicole is senior vice president of Albright Stonebridge Group, the leading corporate diplomacy 
and global strategy firm, where she advises companies seeking to develop or enhance their 
commercial presence in international markets. 

Nicole previously served in the Obama administration as assistant secretary of commerce 
for manufacturing and services in the U.S. Department of Commerce’s International 
Trade Administration. Preceding that role, President Obama appointed her to serve as the 
Department of Commerce deputy general counsel. 

Prior to her government service, Nicole was a partner at Foley, where she counseled clients in 
financial restructurings and served as managing partner of the Detroit office. She earned her 
A.B. with high honors from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from harvard Law School.
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andrew Legg 
Senior Litigation Partner, Eversheds LLP

Andrew is a senior litigation partner based in London and a member of the Eversheds’ Investigations 
Group. During the past 30 years, Andrew has amassed a wealth of commercial litigation, 
investigation, and contentious regulatory experience, much of which has been international or involved 
a cross-border element. he has assisted clients in conducting internal investigations and has advised 
on a range of matters involving a regulatory interface or interaction with one or more law enforcement 
agencies. he also advises on matters involving financial crime and has guided clients as they come to 
grips with the changing anti-corruption laws to which they may be subject, including the identification 
and mitigation of their exposure to corruption risk. 

Ethan D. Lenz 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Ethan is a member of the Insurance and health Care Industry Teams, as well as the Insurance & 
reinsurance Litigation Practice. his practice focuses on providing risk management and insurance-
coverage-related advice to many of the firm’s commercial clients, including advice relative to the 
negotiation and structure of directors and officers liability insurance programs, and a wide variety of 
other commercial/professional insurance programs. Ethan is a regular speaker on insurance-related 
topics, including current issues affecting directors and officers liability insurance, captive insurance 
companies, and other commercial insurance products.

Robert J. Lepofsky 
Chairman, Westcliff Capital Group

Bob is currently the chairman of Westcliff Capital Group in Needham, Massachusetts, and a 
professional corporate director with experience spanning large and small public, pre-public, and 
private corporations. As a board member, he has served on and chaired audit, compensation, 
governance, finance, and executive committees and has served as non-executive chairman of two 
public companies. At the request of board colleagues, he has twice stepped in as an interim chief 
executive officer to lead major restructurings, operational improvement initiatives, and corporate 
leadership transitions since his retirement in 2005 as the president and chief executive officer of helix 
Technology Corporation.
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Jessica S. Lochmann allen 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Jessie is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities Practice. She focuses her practice on 
general corporate and business law, with an emphasis on securities law, corporate governance, and 
mergers and acquisitions. She regularly advises clients regarding state and federal securities law 
compliance and corporate governance matters, assists clients with the preparation and review of 
Securities Exchange Act filings, advises clients regarding compliance with NYSE and NASDAQ listing 
requirements, and represents public and private acquirors and targets in mergers and acquisitions 
transactions. She also represents issuers in securities transactions, including initial and secondary 
public offerings of equity securities and public and private placements of debt securities. Jessie is a 
frequent speaker on various corporate governance topics and is a member of the board of directors 
of the YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee, the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum, and Milwaukee Women inc. 
Jessie was selected for inclusion on the Wisconsin Super Lawyers — rising Stars® lists (2006 – 2010) 
for her mergers and acquisitions work, and received the Milwaukee Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” 
award in 2012.

Carolyn T. Long 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Carrie is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital 
Practices. She practices in the areas of mergers, acquisitions, leveraged recapitalizations, and 
buyouts; public and private offerings of equity and debt securities; public corporation securities 
laws and reporting compliance; and corporate governance, and she assists in the organization, 
development, and financing of start-up and development-stage corporations.

Carrie has represented issuers or underwriters in securities offerings over a broad range of  
industries. She also has represented buyers and sellers in domestic and international corporate 
acquisitions and dispositions.

Sanjay Madhu 
Chief Executive Officer, Oxbridge re holdings Limited

Jay has served as chief executive officer for Oxbridge re holdings Limited in Grand Cayman, Cayman 
Islands since July 2013. he is responsible for the start-up and licensing of the holding company as well 
as the reinsurance subsidiary in the Cayman Islands. he works with reinsurance brokers for successful 
writing of reinsurance treaties. he currently serves on the boards of hCI Group, Inc. (NYSE: hCI); 
Wheeler real Estate Investment Trust, Inc. (NASDAQ: WhLr); Moksha re SPC Ltd., a privately held 
reinsurance company writing collateralized reinsurance in Florida; and Claddaugh Casualty Insurance 
Company Ltd., a reinsurance subsidiary of hCI Group.
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Corey M. Martens 
Partner, U.S. Forensic Advisory Services, KPMG LLP

Corey is a partner in the Chicago office of KPMG LLP’s U.S. Forensic Advisory Services. Prior to 
joining KPMG, Corey was a partner in the forensic and dispute services practice of another global 
public accounting and advisory services firm and a managing director with a boutique dispute 
analysis and forensic services firm. Corey specializes in client matters involving accounting and 
financial irregularities, complex securities litigation specific to allegations of accounting and financial 
improprieties, accountant’s liability litigation, SEC and other regulatory inquiries and investigations, 
anti-corruption and U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act compliance consulting services, trade 
sanctions compliance, and the provision of consulting services in the areas of forensic accounting, 
litigation support, and fraud risk management for public and private companies, both domestically 
and internationally.

Edwin D. Mason 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Ed, Foley’s Chicago office Business Law Department co-chair, has more than 30 years of experience 
representing clients in complex business transactions, and focuses his practice primarily in the 
areas of mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance matters, and general corporate and 
business law. While experienced in representing clients across a range of industries, the principal 
industries in which he has most recently structured and negotiated transactions include financial 
services, technology, and manufacturing. Ed received his J.D., cum laude, from the University of 
Michigan Law School and earned his B.S., summa cum laude, at the University of Illinois. he has 
practiced law in Chicago since 1980 and is involved in a number of charitable organizations. He 
currently serves on the board of directors of Cabrini Green Legal Aid.

patrick Mcgurn 
Special Counsel, Institutional Shareholder Services, an MSCI brand

Pat provides special counsel to Institutional Shareholder Services (ISS). Considered by industry 
constituents to be one of the leading experts on corporate governance issues, he is active on the 
nationwide speaking circuit and plays an integral role in policy development. Prior to joining ISS, he 
was director of the Corporate Governance Service at the Investor responsibility research Center 
(IrrC), a not-for-profit firm that provides governance research to investors. he is frequently cited 
by business publications such as The Wall Street Journal and BusinessWeek. he has appeared on 
ABC World News Tonight, Bloomberg radio and TV, BBC radio, CBS Evening News, CNBC, CNN, 
Marketplace, NBC Nightly News, Nightly Business report, National Public radio, Tech TV, and ABC’s 
This Week.
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Richard a. Meeusen 
Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer, Badger Meter, Inc.

Rich joined Badger Meter, Inc., a Milwaukee-based company that is listed on the NYSE, in 1995 as vice 
president of finance. he was elected president and chief executive officer in 2002 and chairman in 2006. 
Prior to joining Badger Meter, rich served as vice president of finance and treasurer of Zenith Sintered 
Products, Inc. in Germantown, Wisconsin, and in the audit division of the Milwaukee office of Arthur 
Andersen & Co. rich also currently serves as a director of Menasha Corporation, a consumer packaging 
company, and Serigraph, Inc., a specialty printing company.

He received a B.B.A. in accounting from the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater in 1976 and an M.B.A. 
from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University in 1995. He is a certified 
public accountant (CPA).

rich received the 2010 Business Leader of the Year award from the harvard Business School Club of 
Wisconsin, the 2010 Communicator of the Year award from the Public relations Society of America –
Wisconsin chapter, the 2009 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award for the Upper Midwest, the 
BizTimes 2009 Regional Spirit Award, the 2009 International Institute of Wisconsin Dorothy von Briesen 
World Citizen Award, the 2008 Visit Milwaukee Standing Ovation Award, and the Silver Beaver Award from 
the Milwaukee County Council Boy Scouts of America.

Nell Minow 
Co-Owner and Director, GMI ratings, Inc.

Nell was named one of the 20 most influential people in corporate governance by Directorship magazine 
in 2007 and was dubbed “the queen of good corporate governance” by BusinessWeek Online in 2003. 
Prior to co-founding The Corporate Library, Nell was a principal of Lens, a $100 million investment firm 
that took positions in underperforming companies and used shareholder activism to increase their value.

her other professional experience includes serving as president of Institutional Shareholder Services, Inc. 
and as an attorney at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Office of Management and Budget, 
and the Department of Justice. She has authored more than 200 articles and co-authored three books with 
robert A.G. Monks, most recently the fourth edition of an MBA textbook, Corporate Governance, published 
in 2008. Nell is a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and the University of Chicago Law School.

James C. Murray 
Managing Director, head of Wireless Banking, and Co-head of Global Satellite Banking, Morgan Stanley

Jim joined Morgan Stanley in 2000. For the past 10 years, he has focused on wireless and satellite clients, 
and has gained extensive insight into the technology trends and strategic challenges facing both industries. 
Jim joined Morgan Stanley’s Midwest Banking team in 2009, and has additional responsibility for managing 
the firm’s relationships with a range of aerospace, technology, and industrial companies in the region.

Prior to joining Morgan Stanley, Jim was a team leader with Monitor Company, a strategy consulting firm. 
Based in Hong Kong and Singapore from 1995 to 2000, he focused on corporate strategy, mergers, and 
market entry tactics for multinational clients throughout Asia and Latin America.

Jim earned his A.B., magna cum laude, in government from Harvard College in 1995. Jim also studied 
economics and game theory at the London School of Economics. Jim serves as a director of the Children’s 
Memorial hospital Foundation, a trustee of the Chicago Academy of Sciences and Nature Museum, and a 
member of the organizing committee of the Chicago-to-Mackinac race. 



Executive ExchangeNaTiONaL  
DiRECTORS
iNSTiTUTE

23

Donald J. Ortegel 
regional Managing Director, Central region, Aon risk Solutions – Financial Services Group

Don is currently responsible for the Financial Services Group Central region, including teams located 
in Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, and Minneapolis. he is involved in strategic business development, 
client relationships, marketing and brokering, coverage analysis, claims advocacy, and servicing 
of clients specific to executive liability insurance product and services, in conjunction with Aon risk 
Solutions services teams. In addition, he is responsible for business processes, staffing and personnel 
matters, training, and other critical operational issues in the region.

Don’s specialization includes consultation and placement of all executive liability coverages for public 
and private companies. This includes coverages such as directors and officers liability, fiduciary 
liability, employment practices liability, fidelity, errors and omissions, and special crime. he has more 
than 23 years of insurance brokering and underwriting experience, with the most recent 15 years with 
Aon in the executive liability arena.

Matthew parr 
Managing Director, Morgan Stanley

Matt is a managing director with Morgan Stanley in Chicago with responsibility for several of the 
firm’s investment banking relationships with leading industrial companies. he joined Morgan Stanley 
in July 2012. Prior to joining Morgan Stanley, Matt worked at UBS Investment Bank in London, where 
he led investment banking relationships with a number of the firm’s largest clients and held a variety 
of leadership positions, including head of Industrials, EMEA, head of EMEA Capital Goods, and head 
of Global Automotive. Prior to relocating to London in 2007, Matt was a member of UBS Investment 
Bank’s Mergers & Acquisition Group based in Chicago. Matt began his career in 1994 with The CS 
First Boston Corporation in Chicago. From 1996 to 1997, he worked for The Clipper Group, a private 
equity affiliate of CSFB, before returning to the Chicago Mergers & Acquisitions Group in 1997. Matt 
earned his B.A., magna cum laude, in economics from Princeton University.

Thomas E. parro 
Founder and Senior Managing Director, MErK Capital Corporation

Tom is an operationally focused professional with recognized expertise in optimizing and expanding 
company enterprise values throughout investment life cycles and macroeconomic cycles. he has more 
than 25 years of experience in C-level management, private equity, family office, institutional investing, 
and portfolio management. he is an expert at creating and executing optimization strategies and/or 
initiatives relative to private equity investments, acquisitions, divestitures, and credit positions. his deep 
relationships in the private equity, family office, institutional investing, capital markets, intermediary, and 
advisory sectors enable robust originations, domestic, and international marketing capabilities. 

Tom’s functional expertise includes creation and execution of pre-acquisition strategies, operational 
due diligence, and investment integration; C-level management; and strategic planning and 
performance improvement initiatives for revenue enhancement, customer fulfillment, operational 
capacity, sourcing and procurement, supply chain, variable and fixed-cost reductions, CAPEX spend, 
enterprise co-creation, and capital structures. his industry expertise includes paper and plastic 
packaging and building products. his expertise includes distribution and manufacturing, equipment, 
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parts, and services; consumer products; business advisory; and financial services. he has experience in other 
industry sectors, and in international growth initiatives, low-cost country sourcing, and global logistics. 

Tom is an active member of the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) as well as an advisory board member 
of the CEO roundtable. he has been an advisory board member of Gerber Plumbing Fixtures LLC and rBS 
LLC. In addition, he holds an M.B.A. from DePaul University and an M.S. from Illinois State University, and is a 
certified public accountant. 

paresh patel 
Chief Executive Officer, hCI Group, Inc.

Paresh is founder, CEO, and chairman of the board for hCI Group, Inc. he has served as chairman since 
2007 and CEO since 2011. Paresh has broad experience in technology and finance. his analytical and 
technology skills were developed through experience with international financial, telecommunications, 
and consulting positions. Previous positions include principal of Scorpio Systems, a software 
development company; director of customer care and billing with Global Crossing; and independent 
consulting for large international telephone companies. he also served as a director of NorthStar Bank 
and was one of its founders. he received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in electronic engineering 
from Cambridge University in the U.K. 

Todd B. pfister 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Todd is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital Practices. 
he practices primarily in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, securities law, and general corporate 
and business law. he has extensive experience structuring and negotiating transactions in numerous 
industries, including finance, insurance, information technology, manufacturing, and health care. Todd 
has represented both issuers and underwriters in various public and private offerings of both debt and 
equity securities and regularly counsels publicly held companies regarding corporate governance and 
compliance matters under federal and state securities laws. he also has served as company or special 
committee counsel in connection with going-private and other strategic transactions. Todd is a frequent 
speaker and author on various legal topics, including acquisition issues, SEC compliance, and corporate 
governance matters.

Mark T. plichta 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Mark is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and International Practices. he practices 
primarily in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, securities law, corporate governance, and other 
general corporate business law. he has represented corporate issuers and underwriters in various 
public offerings and private placements of debt, equity, and equity equivalent securities. Mark also 
has represented companies in numerous mergers, acquisitions, and sales involving public and private 
companies in various industries. he regularly counsels clients regarding corporate governance matters, 
including in connection with securities, M&A, and takeover defense matters. he also counsels publicly 
held companies regarding periodic compliance and disclosure matters under federal and state securities 
laws. Mark also is a certified public accountant and has given numerous presentations on legal issues 
related to audit committees and accounting and auditing matters.
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Susan E. pravda 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Susan is managing partner of Foley’s Boston office and serves on the firm’s national management 
committee. She is chair of the firm’s Technology Industry Team, and a member of the Private Equity & 
Venture Capital and Transactional & Securities Practices and the health Care, Food & Beverage, and 
Energy Industry Teams. Susan’s practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions, venture capital, initial public 
offerings, and related securities transactions. She represents high-growth and emerging businesses, 
including companies in the telecommunications, Internet, software, wireless, and service industries, as well 
as health care IT, life sciences, and biotechnology companies, from start-ups to public companies.

Susan has been Peer review rated as AV® Preeminent™, the highest performance rating in Martindale-
hubbell’s peer review rating system. Since 2004, she has been selected annually for the Massachusetts 
Super Lawyers® list, an honor received by only five percent of Massachusetts attorneys. She also has 
been selected by her peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® each year since 2007 in the 
field of mergers and acquisitions. In 2010, 2012, and 2013, The Legal 500 recognized Susan for her 
mergers and acquisitions work.

patrick g. Quick 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Pat is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities Practice and Sports and Automotive Industry 
Teams. he practices corporate law, with an emphasis in securities law compliance, acquisitions, and 
takeover defense. he regularly counsels public companies concerning compliance requirements and 
governance matters and has participated in initial and other public offerings for corporations. Pat also 
has participated in many complex acquisition transactions, representing both buying and selling parties 
in a variety of industries. he has been actively involved in the representation of clients doing advance 
takeover preparedness planning and has counseled clients who have received unsolicited takeover 
proposals or similar overtures. Pat has been listed in Chambers USA (2005 – 2013) and has been 
selected for inclusion in the 2014 edition of The Best Lawyers in America® for corporate law, mergers 
and acquisitions law, and securities law. 

Joe Rodgers 
Managing Director, KPMG Corporate Finance LLC

Joe has gained an extensive knowledge base of capital markets based on 20 years of professional 
experience through a unique combination of finance, investment banking, advisory, and turnarounds. As 
managing director at KPMG Corporate Finance LLC, Joe helps lead the Capital Advisory practice nationally. 
his focus is providing value to public and private clients in three areas: i) capital structure advisory; ii) 
capital raises of existing debt, new debt, junior capital, or equity; and iii) debt restructurings.

Prior to joining KPMG, he was a managing director with an investment banking firm focused on 
transportation and logistics, and prior to that held senior positions with various financial institutions in 
both sourcing and executing corporate finance transactions. he has extensive experience in both cash 
flow lending (both first lien and second lien) and asset-based lending as well as mezzanine and equity 
investments in corporate finance. his transaction experience includes refinancings, recapitalizations, 
M&A, LBOs, MBOs, DIPs, and exits. 
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Ross E. Roeder 
Chairman and CEO, Florida Southwest Marine, LLC (FSWM)

ross is currently chairman and CEO of FSWM, Inc., a company he founded that provides equity and 
management services to emerging-growth companies. As part of his FSWM, Inc. activities, he has 
directed the operations of henry Lee Company in Miami. he also is currently chairman of the board of 
Chico’s FAS, Inc. of Fort Myers, Florida, a $1.7 billion NYSE company. ross has served on the Chico’s 
board since 1997 and is on its executive, audit, and governance committees.

Until 2007, ross was chairman of Smart & Final, Inc., a $2 billion NYSE company. Prior to that, ross 
served as a member of the board of directors for more than 20 years. he also has served on the 
board of directors of Morgan Kaufmann Publishers in San Francisco; as president and CEO of Call 
Doctor, Inc. in San Diego; as president of Federal Construction Company, the 26th-largest construction 
manager in the United States; as chairman of Trafalgar house Construction, Inc. in Pittsburgh; as 
chairman of the board and CEO of Fotomat Corporation, one of the country’s largest retail photo 
finishers; as president of the Winchell’s Donuts operation; as executive vice president, COO, and 
a director of Denny’s Inc.; as vice president for Baskin-robbins; and as managing director of the 
Marketing Centre, a marketing management organization with offices in Los Angeles, New York, and 
St. Petersburg, Florida.

ross is a frequent speaker and panelist at a variety of professional trade and business organizations, 
as well as a featured guest speaker of the Western States Association of Advertising Agencies, the 
National restaurant Association, and a variety of board of directors orientation and training seminars.

kristen Rossi 
Managing Director, Morgan Stanley

Kristen is a managing director in Morgan Stanley’s Investment Banking Division with coverage 
responsibilities in the consumer retail sector and Midwest region. Kristen joined Morgan Stanley in 
1997 as a member of the M&A department and has advised clients across a variety of industries on 
mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures as well as on various financing transactions. Prior to joining 
the firm, Kristen worked at Accenture as a consultant and at Xerox Corporation in the Venture Lab 
organization located at Xerox PArC in Palo Alto. Kristen graduated with highest honors from the 
University of Illinois with a B.S. in electrical engineering and received an M.B.A. from The Anderson 
School at UCLA. She serves as a director on the board of Chicago Youth Centers.

gary Roth 
President and CEO, Syntroleum Corporation

Gary joined Syntroleum Corporation in 2004 and has served as its president and CEO since 2008. 
Syntroleum Corporation specializes in synthetic fuel technologies, including second-generation 
renewable fuels, biomass-to-liquids (BTL), gas-to-liquids (GTL), and coal-to-liquids (CTL) industries. 
Gary was a member of the team that developed the Syntroleum Bio-SynfiningTM technology used in the 
processing of fats, oils, and greases into hydrocarbon diesel. This technology was commercialized 
with Tyson Foods at the 75-million-gallons-per-year Dynamic Fuels facility in Geismar, Louisiana. 
Gary was also responsible for forming the technology development venture and licensed Syntroleum 
Fischer-Tropsch technology to the Sinopec Group in Beijing.

Gary has 30 years of global upstream and downstream oil and gas experience. he is a registered 
professional engineer and earned a B.S. in petroleum engineering from Texas A&M University and an 
M.B.A. from The University of Chicago.
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Jay O. Rothman  
Chairman and CEO, Foley & Lardner LLP

Jay is Foley’s chairman and CEO, a member of the management committee, and the former chair of 
the Transactional & Securities Practice. he practices primarily in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, 
securities law, takeover defense, and general corporate and business law. Among other transactions, 
he has structured and negotiated numerous acquisition transactions in various industries and has 
represented both underwriters and corporate issuers in various public offerings of both debt and equity 
securities. Jay also regularly counsels publicly held companies regarding compliance matters under 
federal and state securities laws. he is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities Practice and 
the Energy Industry Team.

Jay was named to the BTI Client Service All Star Team (The BTI Consulting Group, Wellesley, MA) (2005, 
2007 – 2010, and 2012). In addition, he has been selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America® since 2005 in the fields of corporate, mergers and acquisitions, and securities/
capital markets law. he has been named “2013 Milwaukee Mergers & Acquisitions Law Lawyer of the 
Year” and “2014 Milwaukee Securities/Capital Markets Law Lawyer of the Year” by The Best Lawyers in 
America®, and has been recognized by Chambers USA (2005 – 2013).

Stacia Ryan 
Managing Director, Investment Banking Division, Morgan Stanley

Stacia is a managing director in Morgan Stanley’s Investment Banking Division with coverage 
responsibilities in the consumer retail sector and Midwest region. Stacia joined Morgan Stanley in 
1998. Since joining the firm, she has executed a variety of transactions in the areas of equity and 
debt underwritings and mergers and acquisitions advisory. Stacia has had the opportunity to work at 
the Morgan Stanley offices in New York, Australia, Menlo Park, and Chicago. She earned a B.S., with 
honors, in systems engineering with a concentration in finance from the University of Virginia, and is a 
member of the Chicago Finance Exchange.

Selig D. Sacks 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Selig is co-chair of Foley’s International Practice and chair of the Business Law Department for the New 
York office. he is also a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture 
Capital Practices. Selig focuses his practice on representing U.S. clients doing business in China and 
Chinese companies engaged in foreign direct investment (FDI) in the United States, including accessing 
U.S. capital markets and technology transfers. his clients span a broad cross-section of industries, 
including energy, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, green technology, consumer products, new media, real 
estate, and infrastructure. he also represents private equity sponsors and investors. he regularly counsels 
public and private entities in general corporate and governance issues and participates in defending 
U.S. publicly traded, China-based companies in class action lawsuits, SEC investigations, and crisis 
management. Selig was selected for inclusion in the 2012 and 2013 New York Super Lawyers® lists. he 
earned his J.D. in 1972 from Stanford Law School, where he was executive editor of the Stanford Journal 
of International Studies, and his B.A., with honors, in 1969 from Northwestern University.



28

David Schellhase 
General Counsel, Groupon, Inc.

David has been general counsel at Groupon, Inc. since June 2011. Previously he spent 
more than eight years as general counsel at salesforce.com, inc., a pioneering cloud 
computing company in San Francisco. he has also been a general counsel at three other 
companies (two of them publicly traded) in Silicon Valley and started his career as an 
associate at Brobeck, Phleger & harrison in San Francisco. he has a B.A. in history from 
Columbia University and a J.D. from Cornell Law School.

Steve Shappell 
Managing Director, Financial Services Group, Global & Legal Claims Practice,  
Aon Group, Inc.

Steve has been with Aon for 15 years and is the managing director of the Financial 
Services Group, Global & Legal Claims Practice, which provides legal support on directors 
and officers liability, fiduciary liability, errors and omissions, employment practices, and 
other FSG matters. Additionally, he is the national D&O product leader. Steve assists clients 
and the Aon network with litigation, claims, coverage, risk assessment, risk management, 
and brokerage issues. Steve has more than 25 years of experience in the insurance 
industry, most of which involved litigation of complex insurance issues. he served as 
counsel in the CIGNA house Counsel operation. Prior to that, Steve was in private practice 
with a prominent Denver law firm, specializing in insurance-related matters.

Danielle Sheer 
Vice President, General Counsel, and Corporate Secretary, Carbonite, Inc.

Danielle Sheer is the vice president, general counsel, and corporate secretary of Carbonite, 
Inc. (NASDAQ: CArB), a Boston-based public technology company that provides cloud 
backup solutions for small businesses and consumers. Danielle founded and developed 
the legal department at Carbonite and guided it to NASDAQ listing. She is responsible 
for Carbonite’s worldwide legal and human resource affairs, including data security and 
privacy compliance, management of Carbonite’s intellectual property portfolio, and advising 
the company’s management and board of directors on legal, strategic, and corporate 
governance matters.
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h. David Sherman, Cpa  
Professor of Accounting, Northeastern University D’Amore-McKim School of Business

David is a full professor of accounting at Northeastern University’s D’Amore-McKim School of Business. 
he has served on the faculty of the MIT Sloan School of Management and as visiting faculty at INSEAD 
(France), Naval Postgraduate School, and Technion (Isreal). In 2005, he was the academic fellow in the 
Division of Corporate Finance of the SEC. David co-authored “The Audit Committee’s New Agenda,” 
(Harvard Business Review, June 2009) and Profits You Can Trust: Spotting and Surviving Accounting 
Landmines (English and Chinese editions). he has been an invited speaker on U.S. and international 
shareholder reporting issues at professional and academic meetings in the United States, South America, 
Europe, and Asia. he has served as a director and manager of several businesses, and has consulted 
on financial performance issues with major corporations and banks. he is currently a board member of 
Kingold Jewelry Inc. (KGJI), AgFeed (FEED), and D-Tree International (Boston/Tanzania – nonprofit). David 
holds an M.B.A. and D.B.A. (doctorate) from harvard Business School and an A.B. in economics from 
Brandeis University.

Nicole Strothman 
General Counsel, Ideal Image Development, Inc.

Nicole is an attorney with more than 10 years of in-house counsel experience in private companies. 
For the past eight years, Nicole has served as general counsel of Ideal Image Development, Inc., an 
industry leader in cosmetic medical services with more than 119 locations across 32 states. Nicole 
is responsible for overseeing all legal functions of the company and its subsidiaries, which include 
mergers and acquisitions, health care, franchising, government relations, corporate governance, 
contract drafting, lease negotiations, litigation, and managing outside counsel. In 2011, Ideal Image 
was acquired by Steiner Leisure Limited (NASDAQ: STNr). 

hugh D. Sullivan 
Vice Chairman, Investment Banking, Morgan Stanley

hugh leads Midwest Investment Banking for Morgan Stanley. he joined Morgan Stanley in London in 
November 2010 with more than 30 years of experience in investment banking and manufacturing. he 
came to the firm from Merrill Lynch, where he led a variety of groups, including Americas Investment 
Banking, Technology Investment Banking, Global Industrials, and, most recently, Corporate and 
Investment Banking for Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and the Nordic region.

hugh began his investment banking career in The First Boston Corporation’s Mergers and Acquisitions 
Group. In 1992, he led the buyout of Kalfact Plastics Company and was CEO of the company until 
he joined Merrill Lynch in 1997. He has served as a director of Briggs Industries, Inc., Blodgett Oven 
Company, and Interstate Brands Corporation.

Hugh earned a B.S. in engineering at The University of Michigan in 1980 and a Master of Public and 
Private Management (M.P.P.M.) from the Yale School of Management in 1982.
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gregory p. Taxin 
President, Clinton Group, Inc.

Greg is the president of Clinton Group, Inc., which manages an activist fund focused on small- 
and mid-cap U.S. public companies. Previously, Greg was the co-founder and chief executive 
officer of Glass, Lewis & Co., an independent research firm that assists institutional investors 
in making more informed investment and proxy voting decisions. Prior to co-founding Glass 
Lewis, Greg was an investment banker at Goldman, Sachs & Co., Epoch Partners, and Banc of 
America Securities. he also practiced law with the firm of Wachtell, Lipton, rosen & Katz. Greg 
graduated, magna cum laude, from harvard Law School and earned his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of California, Berkeley. 

Richard J. Tobin 
Chief Executive Officer, CNh Industrial N.V.

rich is chief executive officer of CNh Industrial N.V. and chief operating officer for the NAFTA 
region. Prior to the integration of Fiat Industrial S.p.A. and CNh into CNh Industrial, he was 
group chief operating officer of Fiat Industrial S.p.A. and president and chief executive officer 
of CNh, a role he assumed in January 2012 after two years as chief financial officer for CNh. 
rich carries forth extensive experience in international finance and management that he acquired 
through regional and global leadership positions of growing responsibility and scope.

he began his career with GTE Corporation in Stamford, Connecticut as vice president of 
international marketing. In 1995, he joined Alusuisse-Lonza SA in Zurich, Switzerland, as general 
manager and vice president, where he remained until 2001, the year when he joined Alcan 
Aluminum of Montreal with a general management role. In 2002, rich joined SGS Group of 
Geneva, where he became the chief operating officer for North America. In 2004, he became 
SGS Group’s chief finance officer and head of information technology, a position he retained for 
six years before finally joining CNh in March 2010.

he currently sits on the U.S. Chamber of Commerce board of directors and is a member of the 
Business roundtable.

Martin a. Traber 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Marty is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital 
Practices and its Technology Industry Team. his practice focuses on corporate securities and 
public companies. Formerly a partner in the 500-attorney Cleveland firm of Arter & hadden, he 
served 10 years on the firm’s management committee (including a term as chief executive) and 
was national chairman of both the Business and Corporate Department and of the marketing and 
business development committee. Marty has practiced in corporate finance and securities law 
for more than 30 years. his areas of emphasis include representation of companies in public and 
private securities offerings, roll-ups, and mergers and acquisitions. he represents several public 
and privately held technology clients.
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peter C. Underwood 
Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary, regal-Beloit Corporation

Pete has been vice president, general counsel, and secretary at regal Beloit Corporation since 
September 2010. he is responsible for all legal activities in environmental, health and safety, 
ethics and compliance, and global trade compliance. Pete came to regal Beloit from Foley’s 
Milwaukee office, where he was a partner specializing in mergers and acquisitions, securities 
laws, reporting compliance, and corporate governance. he has extensive experience with a wide 
variety of domestic and international corporate transactions, with a particular focus on advising 
public and private manufacturing businesses. Pete studied russian language and culture at 
Moscow State University in Moscow in 1992 before earning his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 
1996. He received his bachelor’s degree in international relations (Soviet area studies) from the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison in 1992.

Jacqueline Urban 
Managing Director, National Legal & Claims Practice, Aon risk Solutions –  
Financial Services Group

Jackie is a claims and coverage attorney with Aon risk Solutions, the retail brokerage division of 
Aon, based in Chicago. She specializes in management liability, which includes D&O, EPL, fiduciary, 
and certain E&O coverages. She works with the Aon brokers to advise Aon clients on issues 
including policy wording and interpretation, claims, and coverage and serves as a claims advocate 
for clients. That includes assisting clients in interpreting a carrier’s coverage position, attending 
mediations, and negotiating resolutions to coverage disputes. She has been in the industry for 18 
years, the past nine with Aon. Prior to joining Aon, Jackie practiced with the law firms of Wilson 
Elser and hanson, Peters, Nye, focusing on insurance coverage, primarily in the management 
liability area. She graduated from the University of Minnesota with a B.S. in music education (she 
is a saxophone player) and graduated from the Northwestern University School of Law. She is a 
member of the Chicago Bar Association and the Professional Liability Underwriting Society. 

Steven w. vazquez 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

Steve is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities and Private Equity & Venture Capital 
Practices. his practice focuses on securities offerings and other securities matters, corporate 
governance, mergers and acquisitions, and venture capital transactions. he has represented 
issuers and underwriters in 14 IPOs and follow-on offerings. he also has represented more than 
10 public companies in connection with their ongoing corporate and securities needs. Steve has 
represented public and private companies in mergers and acquisitions transactions aggregating 
more than $5 billion in total consideration, including advising boards of directors and special 
committees of independent directors on corporate governance matters, change-in-control 
issues, and anti-takeover strategies. Steve was selected for inclusion in the 2014 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America® in the areas of corporate governance law, leveraged buyouts and 
private equity law, mergers and acquisitions law, and securities/capital markets law.
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Daragh watson 
Senior Manager, KPMG LLP

Daragh is a senior manager with KPMG LLP in Chicago. Prior to transferring to the Chicago 
office in 2007, he worked in KPMG Dublin, Ireland for six years. he has 12 years of experience 
in audit and advisory roles serving clients of KPMG. his current duties focus on serving 
technology and professional services companies in both the public and private company sectors. 
Daragh has significant transaction-based experience, including initial public offerings, public to 
private transactions, carve outs, and securitizations. 

Daragh also has significant experience in assisting both U.S. and European companies with their 
transitions to IFrS.

Jon S. wheeler 
Chairman and CEO, Wheeler real Estate Investment Trust

Jon is a real estate executive with 30 years of experience who serves as chairman and CEO 
of Wheeler real Estate Investment Trust and president of Wheeler Interests, a real estate 
acquisition, development, management, and leasing company headquartered in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. Since its inception in 1999, Wheeler has acquired or built more than 60 shopping 
centers in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, and Southwest regions of the United States, 
representing more than four million square feet of improved real property.

Jon’s real estate experience includes retail leasing, marketing, acquisition, development, 
financing, management, and disposition of strip centers, neighborhood centers, community 
centers, power centers, and mixed-use retail space in both the urban and suburban markets 
within the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, and Southwest regions of the United States. he 
is a graduate of Southern Methodist University in Dallas, where he earned a B.A. in political 
science in 1983. Professional affiliations include the International Council of Shopping Centers 
(ICSC). Current board memberships include The Chesapeake Bay Wine Classic Foundation as 
development committee co-chair and senior vice president, ODU’s IPAC (founding member), 
and The Wheeler Benefit Foundation as chairman. Past board memberships include Norfolk 
State University’s Enterprise and Empowerment Foundation (E2F), The Virginia Business health 
Coalition as a business and health committee member, The hampton roads Community 
Foundation, Monarch Bank as chairman of the Virginia Beach advisory board, and horizons 
hampton roads as chairman.

John k. wilson 
Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP

John is a member of the firm’s Transactional & Securities Practice and Energy Industry Team. his 
practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions, corporate financings, and securities law and general 
corporate matters. John represents buyers and sellers, both domestically and internationally, 
in public and private mergers, acquisitions, dispositions, spin-offs, leveraged buyouts, 
recapitalizations, and other strategic alliances. he provides continuing advice to a number of 
public companies in a variety of industries regarding federal securities law compliance, disclosure 
and reporting, corporate governance, and takeover defense matters. John was recognized by 
Chambers USA in the area of corporate/M&A (2010 – 2013), by The Legal 500 for his M&A work 
(2012), and by The Best Lawyers in America® for his corporate law and M&A work (2013 and 2014).
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Chuck T. Yen, Cpa 
Partner, Executive Compensation and Corporate Governance Consulting Practice, Aon hewitt

Chuck is a partner in Aon hewitt’s Executive Compensation and Corporate Governance 
Consulting practice. he advises boards of directors and executive management on a wide range 
of compensation and benefit matters, including incentive design and pay governance. he has 
considerable experience in the design of plans resulting from mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, 
and initial public offerings. Chuck brings a strong entrepreneurial approach to client service, 
balancing innovative and practical solutions critical to business success. 

Prior to joining Aon hewitt, Chuck led Grant Thornton’s Chicago Compensation and Benefits Practice 
and worked in the human capital practices at PricewaterhouseCoopers and Deloitte Consulting.  
he received a B.S. from DePaul University and an M.B.A. in finance and strategy from the University 
of Chicago.

Mark a. Zorko, Cpa 
CFO, CEO, and Board Audit Committee Financial Expert

Mark is an international public company CFO and CEO for manufacturing, energy, and high-tech firms. 
his background includes more than 15 years of board-level experience. he chairs both the audit and 
strategic advisory committees and is on the governance and compensation committees of MFrI 
(NASDAQ: MFrI), a $230 million firm. Mark most recently was the CFO of a public energy industry 
firm, Steel Excel, Inc. (SXCL). his CFO experience is primarily with growth-oriented businesses but also 
includes turnaround positions with $550 million and $180 million businesses. He has also been the 
interim CEO of Well Services Ltd., a $30 million Steel Excel business in the oilfield services industry.

Mark is on the finance committee for the Alexian Brothers health System (revenue of $1 billion) 
and serves on the audit committee for opportunity international (assets of $500 million). he was 
previously on the board of directors and operations committee of St. Alexius Medical Center.

David E. Zyer  
Partner, OCA Ventures 

Dave is a partner with OCA Ventures, a Chicago-based venture capital firm focused on early-
stage investments in technology and highly scalable services businesses. Previously, Dave was a 
managing director with UBS Investment Bank, leading its Prediction automated trading business that 
deployed quantitative models across global equity markets. Dave began his financial services career 
with O’Connor and Associates, one of Chicago’s most prominent trading firms, where he served as a 
partner in the equity derivatives business, in senior revenue, and in operational leadership roles. 

he currently sits on the board of directors/advisors of several OCA Ventures portfolio companies 
and local nonprofits, including WTTW and the Northwestern University Bienen School of Music. Dave 
received his M.B.A. from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University. 
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public Company Director of the Year

Richard Donnelly 
Chairman of the Board, Oshkosh Corporation 

Dick has served as the independent chairman of the 
board for Oshkosh Corporation since the 2011 annual 
meeting of shareholders. During that time, he has been 
a strong advocate for shareholder interests. Throughout 
the transition in Oshkosh leadership to a new CEO in 
the autumn of 2010 and early 2011, Dick led multiple 
changes to the company’s corporate governance 
practices, including changes to executive compensation 
practices and to its by-laws to require the election of an 
independent chairman of the board. he led the board’s 
deliberations on a CEO successor and established 
expectations for the new CEO’s performance and 
relationship with the board, and further coached the 
new CEO on how to better serve the board. Additionally, 
during a time of slow recovery from the recent 
global recession, Dick led the board’s oversight and 
deliberations of management’s development of the 
company’s strategic plan to deliver superior returns for 
shareholders despite the economic challenges.

Additionally, Dick led the board through an 18-month 
period of activism, including two proxy contests and a 
tender offer by the activist. Dick participated with the 
CEO in coast-to-coast meetings with shareholders and 
made himself available to an activist representative. 
Throughout, Dick sustained an open and independent 
view of the company’s business portfolio and 
alternatives, challenged management regarding 
areas of underperformance, and provided important 
insights to the CEO regarding how to lead a “lean” 
transformation to improve earnings performance.

From 1961 until his retirement in 1999, Dick held 
various positions with General Motors Corporation, 
including most recently as president and group 
executive of General Motors, Europe, a division of 
General Motors Corporation. From 2000 through 
September 2009, Dick served as an industrial partner 
at rhJ International, a Belgian private equity holding 
company, where he was responsible for acquiring, 
managing, and selling companies in rhJ International’s 
automotive supply portfolio. Since July 2011, Dick 
has served as an advisor for Celerant Consulting, a 
business consulting firm based in London. he is past 
chairman of the board of Niles Co., Ltd. of Japan, 
a global switch and sensor supplier, and honsel 
International Technologies S.A. of Brussels, Belgium, a 
global supplier of light alloy castings.

private Company Director of the Year

Marie Meisenbach graul 
Audit Committee Chair and Independent Director, 
Pelican Products, Inc.

Marie is a senior financial and operations executive 
with more than 25 years of experience as an executive 
vice president, chief financial officer, operations 
officer, and treasurer in both global public and private 
equity owned companies. her experience is in making 
companies more profitable in the consumer products, 
manufacturing, technology, and software markets. 

Currently, she is the audit committee chair and member 
of the board of directors for Pelican Products, Inc., 
a global manufacturer and distributor of unbreakable 
cases and industrial emergency lighting sold to the 
military, retail, and industrial markets. Marie has been 
an integral contributor to the success of Pelican 
during the past seven years and a key advisor in the 
strategic direction and stringent business and financial 
controls adopted by the company. helping to shape 
the corporation as an industry leader on a global scale, 
Marie’s contributions have included: a 15-percent 
increase in revenue from 2006; a more than 30-percent 
increase in revenue from non-U.S. countries since 
2006; expanding operations from four to more than 30 
countries; five accretive acquisitions; implementing SAP 
ErP; three refinancing transactions; and implementing 
company-wide budgeting process, internal controls 
(Sarbanes-Oxley-level compliance), and a sales incentive 
compensation plan.

This is Marie’s second board of directors with a 
Behrman Capital portfolio company. Prior to these two 
boards, Marie served on two public company boards 
of directors, Schawk Inc. (NYSE: SGK) and Filtertek, 
Inc. (NYSE: FTK). Marie also served as the EVP/CFO 
for a public company restructuring at Enesco Group, 
Inc. (NYSE: ENC). She led the team that sold Enesco, 
after it became EBITDA positive and had positive 
net income, to a private equity firm through a pre-
packaged bankruptcy transaction. Prior to this, she led 
a successful IPO, acquired more than 20 companies, 
installed accounting best practices in two international 
ErP conversions, and had P&L responsibility. 

Marie was selected as one of 50 Presidential 
Management Fellows out of 5,000 applicants, spending 
her fellowship at the SEC in the Division of Corporate 
Finance working in technology and real estate divisions 
that reviewed IPOs, proxies, proxy contests, and other 
’33 and ’34 Act filings.
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warren L. Batts  
Adjunct Professor, University of Chicago Booth School of Business, and retired Chairman and 
CEO, Premark International, Inc. and Tupperware Brands

Warren is the retired chairman and chief executive officer of Tupperware Brands, a diversified consumer 
products company. In 1997, Warren retired as chairman of Premark International, Inc., a diversified 
consumer products company, where he also served as chief executive officer from 1986 until 1996. 
Warren has taught as an adjunct professor of strategic management at the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business since 1998. He also has served as a director and the chairman of Chicago Children’s 
Memorial Medical Center; a life trustee for the Art Institute of Chicago; a director and the chairman of the 
National Association of Manufacturers; and a director of the National Association of Corporate Directors. 
Warren has used his corporate governance expertise, significant leadership experience, and vast business 
knowledge to make contributions while on the board.

Mary E. Brevard 
Executive Director, Inforum BoardAccess™ Initiative

Mary draws on an extensive corporate executive career to make connections, provide actionable insights, 
and focus executives and entrepreneurs on new growth opportunities. having helped reinvent automotive 
supplier BorgWarner Inc. as a top-performing global technology leader, she now attacks the issues of 
corporate board effectiveness and entrepreneurial success. She serves as executive director of the Inforum 
BoardAccess™ Initiative at Inforum Center for Leadership and is an angel investor and advisor supporting 
entrepreneurs in high-growth businesses, an executive mentor/coach focused on improving board diversity, 
and a trustee of the Detroit Chamber Winds and Strings and its Arts Management Organization.

patrick J. Canning  
Managing Partner, Chicago Office, KPMG LLP

Pat is managing partner of KPMG LLP’s Chicago office, the firm’s second-largest office. As Chicago 
managing partner, he is responsible for overseeing the delivery of high-quality client service, development 
of marketplace strategy, attracting and retaining key resources, and representing the firm in the 
marketplace and the community. he was named managing partner of Chicago in June 2012 and has held a 
series of key leadership positions at the firm, including managing partner in Boston and in Providence.

Pat has more than 30 years of experience providing financial statement audit and due diligence services. he 
has provided professional audit services to many large multinational companies in accordance with PCAOB 
requirements and U.S. GAAP. his audit experience with multi-billion-dollar companies ranges from SEC filings, 
carve-out financial statements, and the successful coordination of large global audits. he has a thorough 
understanding of SEC rules and regulations and has been involved in numerous equity offerings. he has 
extensive international experience in the consumer products, retail, and electronics manufacturing sectors.

Pat serves as director of the Executives’ Club of Chicago and World Business Chicago. he is also a member 
of the Commercial Club of Chicago and its civic committee and the Economic Club of Chicago. Pat serves 
as a director for the United Way of Metropolitan Chicago, Metropolitan Family Services, is a member of 
CEOs Against Cancer in Illinois, and serves as chair for the 2014 March of Dimes March for Babies. A 
graduate of Providence College, Pat previously served as an emeritus member of the Providence College 
President’s Council and chair of the Executive Mentoring Program. 
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Jon Fredricks, RRp 
President, Welk resorts

Jon is president of the Welk resorts, one of the most respected independent brands in the vacation ownership 
industry. Grandson of the late Lawrence Welk, the famous bandleader and television icon who founded the 
company, he is married to his wife Tracy of 20 years and has four children, Nate, Ben, Oliver, and Faith.

An astute business strategist and financial planner, Jon oversees four flagship Welk properties and with his 
more than 20 years of experience in hospitality, real estate, and finance, has helped the company realize 
unprecedented development by fostering profitable expansion projects and internal corporate growth. 
Jon earned a bachelor’s degree in urban planning from UCSD, is a graduate of Union Bank’s commercial 
lender training program, is an American hotel & Lodging Association Certified hotel Administrator, and is a 
registered resort Professional as well as being a member and past chairman of the board of American resort 
Development Association.

Christie hefner 
Executive Chairman, Canyon ranch Enterprises

Christie serves as executive chairman of Canyon Ranch Enterprises. From 1988 to 2008, she served as 
chairman and CEO of Playboy Enterprises, Inc., and she was the longest-serving female CEO of a NYSE 
company. She was named one of the 100 Most Powerful Women in the World by Forbes magazine for three 
consecutive years.

Christie is also a director of the Center for American Progress, the leading progressive public policy think tank. 
Over the years, she has served as a director of MarketWatch, Telocity, and the Sealy Corporation, and she is a 
founding member of the Chicago Chapter of Women Corporate Directors.

gail Lione  
Director, Badger Meter, Inc., Sargento Foods Inc., and The F. Dohmen Co.

Gail has been a member of the board of directors and audit committee of Sargento Foods Inc. since 2006 and 
the board of directors of Badger Meter, Inc. (NYSE: BMI) (where she is on the compensation and corporate 
governance committees) since February 2012. She was recently elected to the board of The F. Dohmen Co., 
a family-owned company based in Milwaukee. She formerly served as a director of Imperial Sugar Company 
(NASDAQ: IPSU). She is an adjunct professor of law at Marquette Law School, currently teaching a class in 
strategically managing intellectual property. 

For more than 23 years, Gail served as general counsel of three U.S.-based companies in three different 
industries — financial services and insurance, publishing and digital imaging, and manufacturing. In her most 
recent assignment, she was the executive vice president, general counsel, secretary, and chief compliance 
officer of harley-Davidson, Inc. until May 2010. She also served as president of The harley-Davidson Foundation 
from 2006 until May 2011, when she retired from the company. 

Gail currently serves on the boards of the BMO harris Bradley Center, Milwaukee Women Inc., the Milwaukee 
Art Museum, and the YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee (former chair). Since 1997, she has been a trustee of 
the University of rochester, her undergraduate alma mater, and she is on the board of managers of the Law 
Alumni Society of the University of Pennsylvania Law School. She also is a member of the MillerCoors Inclusion 
and Diversity Advisory Council, the National Women’s Leadership Council of the United Way of USA, and the 
Chicago Chapter of Women Corporate Directors. For 10 years, she was a member of the board of the National 
Association of Manufacturers.
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georgia R. Nelson 
PTI resources, LLC

Georgia serves as director of two publicly traded corporations: Cummins Inc. (CMI), where she serves as 
compensation committee chair, and Ball Corporation (BLL), where she is lead director and governance 
chair. She also serves as a director and chair, risk committee, for Ch2Mhill, an SEC registrant employee-
owned company. She is a NACD Board Leadership Fellow.

Formerly president of Midwest Generation, a large power company in Chicago, Georgia currently has 
her own consulting firm, PTI resources, LLC, specializing in energy and environmental policy. She also 
provides executive coaching services for selected clients. She holds an M.B.A. from the University of 
Southern California and a B.S. from Pepperdine University.

Rolf B. Richter 
President and CEO, Groeb Farms, Inc.

rolf is a seasoned C-level senior executive with a track record of adding shareholder and stakeholder 
value to any sized enterprise he leads. rolf has delivered outstanding results for start-ups, turnarounds, 
and Fortune 100 companies in the United States, Canada, and Europe. he has an extensive background 
in consumer goods and food with specific skills in consumer marketing, M&A, business development, 
and operations. he has more than 20 years of experience in large-cap corporations such as Maple Leaf 
Foods; Campbell Soup Company, with varied roles such as president of Europe, managing director of UK 
Frozen Foods, general manager of Campbell Dry Soups USA, and VP/GM of Canada; and ConAgra Foods 
as president of Canada. 

rolf works extensively with various investor groups and private equity sponsors, acting as business 
and strategic advisor, as well as taking active leadership roles in investor companies. Currently, rolf is 
president and CEO of Groeb Farms, Inc., a major U.S. honey packer. he successfully led the company 
through a Department of Justice investigation and is currently recapitalizing the firm via a pre-structured 
plan of reorganization. rolf graduated on the dean’s list with Bachelor of Business Management (B.B.M.) 
from ryerson University in Toronto, Canada.

Ravi k. Saligram 
President and Chief Executive Officer, OfficeMax

ravi joined OfficeMax as president and chief executive officer in November 2010. At that time, he 
also became a member of the OfficeMax board of directors. With strong global experience in growing 
businesses and brands, ravi is driving a business transformation at OfficeMax and fundamentally evolving 
its brand positioning from an office products supplier to a multichannel provider of workplace products, 
services, and solutions. 

Prior to joining OfficeMax, ravi served as president of Aramark International and as executive vice 
president and chief globalization officer of Aramark Corporation. Prior to Aramark, he held senior 
leadership positions with InterContinental hotels Group, including president of Brands & Franchise 
for North America, chief marketing officer, and president, Asia Pacific, and held brand and general 
management roles within S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc. he began his career in advertising with Leo Burnett 
Company in Chicago.
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ravi is currently a board member of Church & Dwight (NYSE: ChD), a consumer and specialty products 
company with leading brands such as Arm & hammer and OxiClean. he is a trustee for the Eisenhower 
Fellowships and also formerly served as a board member and vice chairman of the World Affairs Council 
of Philadelphia. In 2010, ravi received the 2010 British American Business Council (BABC) of Greater 
Philadelphia “Building a Better Future” award for his role in helping Aramark to become one of the United 
Kingdom’s largest employers.

Mary Ellen Stanek, CFa 
Managing Director and Director of Asset Management, robert W. Baird & Co.

Mary Ellen has 34 years of investment management experience. She currently serves as managing 
director and director of asset management for robert W. Baird & Co. and chief investment officer of Baird 
Advisors. Additionally she serves as president of the Baird Funds. Previously she had served as president 
and CEO of Firstar Investment research & Management Company. Mary Ellen is responsible for the 
development and portfolio management of all proprietary asset management services. She co-manages 
several fixed-income mutual funds as well as a number of taxable and tax-exempt portfolios. 

Mary Ellen serves on the boards of robert W. Baird & Co., Journal Communications (NYSE: JrN), 
Northwestern Mutual, West Bend Mutual Insurance Company, and Wisconsin Energy Corporation (NYSE: 
WEC). She also serves on the boards of Boys and Girls Clubs (past board chair), Children’s hospital 
Foundation, Medical College of Wisconsin, Junior Achievement, and United Way. She served on the board 
of Marquette University, where she chaired the board and was elected trustee emerita. She has co-chaired 
annual campaigns for the United Performing Arts Fund and the United Way.

Mary Ellen has received the Marquette University Alumna of the Year (2010), the Marquette University 
College of Arts and Sciences Person for Others Award, Marquette University high School’s Spirit of 
St. Ignatius Award, The St. Francis Children’s Service Award, The Tempo Mentor Award, The Business 
Journal Women of Influence Award, The Point of Light Award, Professional Dimensions Sacagawea 
Award, Wisconsin Business hall of Fame Distinguished Executive Award, and Baird’s Brenton h. rupple 
Citizenship Award. 

John h. Sykes 
Chairman Emeritus, Sykes Enterprises Inc.

John has more than 34 years of business and community leadership. John is the founder of JhS 
Capital Advisors and chairman of the board of JhS Capital holdings, Inc., as well as the founder and 
chairman emeritus of Sykes Enterprises, Inc., a global leader in the business process outsourcing arena. 
recognized with numerous awards for his entrepreneur abilities and community involvement, John has 
been named Florida Entrepreneur of the Year and Innovator of the Year (awarded by industry peers), and 
also has been inducted into the Tampa Bay Business hall of Fame.

Active in the Tampa Bay community, as well as his hometown of Charlotte, North Carolina, John serves  
as chairman of NorthStar Banking Corporation and NorthStar Bank, is a member of the board of  
trustees and chairman emeritus of the University of Tampa, and is a board member at Queens University 
in Charlotte.



Carol ward 
Vice President and Corporate Secretary, Mondelez International, Inc.

Carol was appointed vice president and corporate secretary of Kraft Foods in October 2006. On October 1, 2012, 
Kraft Foods became Mondelez International. In this role, Carol and her team provide legal counsel and guidance 
to the board of directors, senior management, and employees on all matters of corporate governance, corporate 
securities, SEC reporting and compliance, and U.S. employee benefits.

Prior to joining Kraft Foods, Carol began her career at CIGNA Corporation in 1983, holding leadership 
positions within its Investment and Group Insurance Law departments. In 1986, she was named assistant 
corporate secretary. She was named corporate secretary in 1992 and served in this role for 14 years. She 
was appointed to the additional position of chief compliance officer in July 1998 and served in that role 
until September 2006. Carol is a member of the American Bar Association and served as a member of its 
committee on corporate laws; member and former chairman of the Society of Corporate Secretaries and 
Governance Professionals; member and past president of the Stockholder relations Society of New York; 
and member of the Association of Corporate Counsel. She was a founding member of the advisory board 
of the John L. Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance at the Lerner College of Business & Economics, 
University of Delaware. Carol is a member of the Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois (in-house), and Pennsylvania 
bars. She earned her B.A. from Yale University and received a J.D. from Emory University School of Law.

James a. williams 
Chief Business Development Officer, richelieu hosiery USA Inc.

Jim currently serves as chairman of the advisory committee of richelieu Group, USA, an international 
hosiery company headquartered in Montreal, Canada. Previously, Jim was chief executive officer and 
president of Gold Toe Brands, Inc. until the end of 2006, when the company was sold to the Blackstone 
Group and merged into Gold Toe Moretz LLC. Following the merger, he became corporate president and 
vice chairman of the board.

Jim is recognized as an industry leader, delivering diversified portfolios of brands to both the domestic 
and international retail community. he has previously served on the boards of The Bibb Company, Esprit de 
Corp, and The American Apparel and Footwear Association. he has also held the position of chairman of the 
board for Maidenform Worldwide, Power Linx, and The International hosiery Association, and has served on 
the board of the Educational Foundation for the Fashion Institute of Technology and the audit and operation 
efficiency committees with The Pep Boys – Manny Moe & Jack (PBY/NYSE).
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The firm worth 
listening to
is the firm that 
listens to you.SM

Our clients tell us their boards are feeling the heat from 
all sides: institutional shareholders, hedge funds, ISS 
and Glass Lewis, and the SEC, among others. That’s 
why Foley provides seasoned counsel on the gamut of 
board-level issues. Our strategic approach — combined 
with our flexible, value-based billing that improves cost 
predictability — can help as you proactively manage your 
ever-changing and increasingly burdensome obligations.

Talk to Foley. We’re listening.SM

Foley.com
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Tell us how we can be of value to your business. Contact Chairman 
Jay O. rothman at jrothman@foley.com, or send us your thoughts at 
wearelistening@foley.com.
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Committed locally, connected globally
Outstanding service wherever you use us

Too many law firms offer a lottery rather than a coherent 
cross-border service. A great experience in one country can  
be a disappointment in another. You just don’t know what 
you are going to get.

Our operations across the globe offer you certainty. All of our carefully 
chosen partners provide the qualities we pride ourselves on: skill, 
accountability and commercial awareness. Wherever you use us, you will 
experience the same consistent quality of service; teams that work together 
regularly across boundaries; lawyers who understand what you need, 
understand their markets and look out for your best interests at all times.

The result is an international law firm that stands out from the rest.

Contacts

Robin Johnson  
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Today there is no shortage of diverse candidates readied to enter business board service. 

The challenge is to make sure companies are connected to their talent pipeline. That’s why we’ve been recruiting diverse leaders 

for our Boardology™ Institute since 2000 and helping prepare them for governance leadership. Leaders exiting our pipeline are 

sitting on corporate advisory boards and in private and publicly traded company boardrooms here and abroad in a wide range 

of industries such as finance, computer services, hospitality, insurance, utilities, real estate and chemical industries.

Boardroom Bound® now boasts the nation’s largest inclusive candidate database and an enviable pipeline training and delivery 

system companies can tap by helping underwrite pipeline development activities. 

As a 501(c)(3) organization, our Mission is

“Fostering quality corporate 
 governance through inclusive 
leadership in America’s boardrooms.”              

180 N. Stetson Street, Suite 3500

Chicago, Illinois 60601

312-268-5880
www.boardroom-bound.com

A National Directors Institute Co-host since 2005.

Reinventing Corporate America One Board at a Time

According to our 10th anniverary Michigan Women’s 
Leadership Index, in the past decade there 
has been just a two percentage point increase 
in the number of women directors in 
Michigan’s top 100 public companies. Women 
now hold 11.6 percent of board seats in Michigan.

Inforum BoardAccess™ develops women candidates 
for seats on public and private corporate boards 
of directors. Our programs provide the tools, 
support, and networking opportunities needed to 
be credible board candidates and gain the visibility 
and connections critical for board placement.

Mary Brevard
Executive Director, Inforum BoardAccess

Inforum Center for Leadership
313.578.3230

mbrevard@inforummichigan.org

inforummichigan.org

Recommend a high-potential woman for personalized 
board mentoring and executive networking.

For program details and results of our 2013 Michigan Women’s Leadership Index visit inforummichigan.org.
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Foley would like to thank our sponsors who helped 
make today’s program possible.

Aon Corporation (NYSE: AOC) is the leading global provider of risk management services, insurance and reinsurance 
brokerage, and human capital consulting and outsourcing. Through its 59,000 colleagues worldwide, Aon delivers 
distinctive client value via innovative and effective risk management and workforce productivity solutions.

Aon’s industry-leading global resources and technical expertise are delivered locally through more than 500 offices 
in more than 120 countries. readers of Business Insurance named Aon best retail brokerage, best reinsurance 
intermediary, and best captive manager in 2010. In 2010, Aon and hewitt united as one firm offering Consulting, 
Benefits Administration, and hr Business Process Outsourcing — combined with the other two Aon business 
segments, Aon risk Solutions and Aon Benfield (reinsurance) — can now deliver the full complement of our global 
risk and people capabilities. For more information on Aon, log on to aon.com. 

Founded in 1942, King is a leading full-service proxy solicitation and corporate/financial communications firm, 
specializing in proxy contests and tender/exchange offers for corporate control. With offices in New York and 
London, the firm annually serves the investor communications needs of public companies, mutual fund families, 
and private equity sponsors.

Professional backgrounds of the firm’s client advisory teams are comprised of highly skilled and dedicated 
professionals with complementary career backgrounds in law, corporate finance, public relations and securities 
research, trading, and portfolio management, among others — averaging 21 years’ experience in the financial 
markets. Our advisory team is available 24/7/365 and is supported by state-of-the-art information management 
and communications technology.

recent appointments/highlights include: Intel Corporation’s pending acquisition of McAfee, Inc., Allscripts-Misys 
healthcare Solutions’ merger with Eclipsys Corp., 3G Capital’s acquisition of Burger King holdings, hertz Global 
holdings’ proposed acquisition of Dollar Thrifty Automotive Group, rrI Energy’s proposed merger with Mirant 
Corporation, Dell’s proposed acquisition of 3Par, Millipore’s merger with Merck KGaA, Allegheny Energy’s merger 
with FirstEnergy Corp., Icahn’s proxy fight for board representation at Genzyme Corporation, Icahn’s hostile 
tender offer for Lion’s Gate Entertainment, and Bowne’s merger with r.r. Donnelley.

Co-Sponsors

Eversheds is one of the largest full-service law firms in the world with more than 4,300 people, including more the 
560 partners and almost 2,500 legal advisers across Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia. Its vision is to be a 
great place to work and the most client-centered international law firm. 

As one of the world’s largest law firms, Eversheds provides expertise, resources, and regional offices in abundance. 
What really sets it apart is the approach its lawyers take to the work they do. Staff are trained extensively in project 
management techniques to ensure every piece of work is scoped, planned, and quoted up front. This allows the firm 
to uncover its clients’ real needs and act upon them. It means Eversheds can be counted on to deliver great service 
and predictability in costs, timescales, and quality.
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responding appropriately to disputes, threatened litigation, and the risks of misconduct relating to all types of financial, 
regulatory, and compliance matters across various global locales is an important and challenging undertaking — one 
that can benefit from KPMG’s experience, resources, and insights. 

KPMG Forensic is a global network comprised of over 2,300 fully dedicated professionals from KPMG member firms in 
52 countries who assist clients in their efforts to achieve the highest levels of business integrity through the prevention, 
detection, and response to fraud and misconduct. 

Our professionals not only help clients discover the facts underlying concerns about fraud and misconduct, but they 
also assist our clients in assessing and mitigating the vulnerabilities to such activities. 

We also deliver a broad range of services to help prevent and resolve commercial disputes including the assessment 
of damages; the resolutions of accounting, audit, and finance-related issues; and expert witness services. Using a wide 
range of sophisticated technology tools, KPMG Forensic helps organizations address the risks and costs involved with 
evidence and discovery management as well as the acquisition, management, and analysis of large data sets. Our 
professionals work alongside clients to handle information from its creation to its preservation, collection, analysis, and 
presentation in discovery. We also apply computer forensic and data analysis techniques to assist with detecting fraud 
and misconduct. 

To support these services, member firms of KPMG International operate secure data centers in the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, India, South Africa, Germany, and Austria. 

For more information, please contact KPMG Forensic at 1.877.679.KPMG (5764) or visit us at kpmg.com.

Morgan Stanley is a leading global financial services firm that maintains significant market positions in each of its business 
segments — Institutional Securities, Wealth Management, and Asset Management. The company, through its subsidiaries and 
affiliates, provides its products and services to a large and diversified group of clients and customers, including corporations, 
governments, financial institutions, and individuals. A summary of the activities of each of the segments follows:

Institutional Securities includes capital raising; financial advisory services, including advice on mergers and acquisitions, 
restructurings, real estate, and project finance; corporate lending; sales, trading, financing, and market-making activities 
in equity securities and related products and fixed-income securities and related products, including foreign exchange and 
commodities; benchmark indices and risk management analytics; research; and investment activities.

Wealth Management provides brokerage and investment advisory services covering various investment alternatives; 
financial and wealth planning services; annuity and insurance products; credit and other lending products; banking and cash 
management and credit solutions; retirement services; and trust and fiduciary services.

Asset Management provides global asset management products and services in equity, fixed-income, and alternative 
investment products to institutional and retail clients through proprietary and third-party retail distribution channels, 
intermediaries, and the company’s institutional distribution channel. Asset Management also engages in investment activities.
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in-kind Sponsors

Boardroom Bound represents an innovation in board service preparation and practices that features pre-director 
candidate professional education. Our 10-year track record of operating an alternative pipeline to the corporate 
boardroom attends to America’s need to utilize its best talent in boardroom power positions, regardless of ethnicity 
or gender. We develop business leaders recruited through our national network for our Boardology™ T&E Institute’s 
portfolio of proprietary developmental activities, which are oriented to pre-qualifying them as candidates for private 
and publicly traded company board service … prior to promoting their availability. 

Fostering quality corporate governance ABCs:

• Advancing new standards for director candidacy 

• Balancing profit considerations with long-term gains and sustainability 

• Championing governance preparedness and professionalization

While our Mission is “fostering quality corporate governance through inclusive leadership in America’s  
boardrooms,” our Vision represents being “the paradigm for governance leadership and America’s premier  
source of director candidates.”

INFOrUM is one of the largest and most prestigious business forums for women in the nation and the leading 
network of professional women in Michigan. 

The Inforum BoardAccess™ Initiative is a sustainable, results-oriented approach to building a pipeline of qualified, 
board-ready women to serve on public and private corporate boards of directors. Inforum BoardAccess™ Initiative 
programs provide the tools, skills, and support that Michigan women need to be credible candidates for corporate 
board service today and in the future, along with offering them exclusive networking opportunities to gain visibility 
and the connections critical for board placement. The initiative is expected to help enhance corporate decision-
making processes and improve board diversity. For more information, contact Mary E. Brevard, Executive Director, 
Inforum BoardAccess™ Initiative, at mbrevard@inforummichigan.org or visit inforummichigan.org/boardconnections. 
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Notes:


