
Bob is the Head of Private Equity Solutions for Maples Fund Services. He has over 25 years as a 
senior business leader in the financial services industry, growing and optimizing businesses 
though value-added solutions and strategic roadmaps with over 10 years specifically in the private 
equity industry.

Bob joined Maples Fund Services in 2016. Previously, he was the Chief Operating Officer of Citi 
Private Equity Services and its predecessor, BISYS Private Equity Services. Prior to Citi, he was 
Business Head of tax payment solutions at eONE Global (a joint venture between Goldman Sachs, 
Boston Consulting Group, General Atlantic Partners and First Data Corporation). 

Bob’s early career included positions in management consulting as a Partner at CSC/Index and 
senior consultant at Booz Allen & Hamilton, where he led multiple engagements with financial 
institutions and government agencies. He also worked as a merchant banker at Bankers Trust 
Company providing advisory and principal services for M&A, buyouts and equity investments. 

Bharath is the leader of the financial services assurance practice in Boston and has over fifteen 
years of experience in public accounting specializing in the asset management space. He has 
served several complex alternative investment fund clients in Boston, Atlanta and the Dutch 
Caribbean ranging from start-up managers to multi-national/multi-billion dollar alternative 
investment firms. Many of these firms maintain intricate structures (master-feeder, Parallel funds, 
mini-master, search funds) and employ diverse investing strategies. 

Bharath 
Ramachandran, CPA
Assurance Partner, BDO

Speakers

Robert M. Wolfe
Head of Private 
Equity Solutions, 
Maples Fund Services

Bharath's current and past clients include hedge funds, private equity funds, venture funds, business 
development companies and broker dealers. In addition, Bharath has experience serving Fund of 
Fund clients which invest in a variety of hedge fund, private equity fund, and venture fund strategies. 

Bharath leads assurance engagements and advises senior client executives on internal controls, 
accounting and reporting principles and industry developments. He has advised investment advisers 
on accounting, structuring their products as well as their advisory business and has served as a 
contributing author to articles in magazines published by the Massachusetts Society of Certified 
Public Accountants.

Jeff is the Technical Practice Leader for BDO’s National Tax Office Partnership Taxation group. With 
more than 22 years of experience, Jeff focuses on advising clients on the use of partnerships in 
operating businesses, investment fund structures, mergers and acquisitions, and business 
restructurings. 

Examples of services include structuring and modelling partnership "Up-C" initial public offerings, 
leveraged partnership transactions, domestic and off-shore private equity funds, and complex 
partnership debt transactions. Jeff has extensive experience addressing complex partnership 
transactions including capital account maintenance, income/loss allocations, and liability allocations. 
He leads development of BDO’s capital account maintenance and income allocation tools. 

Additionally, Jeff advises Real Estate Investment Trust clients on matters including investment 
structure, acquisitive due diligence, and on-going REIT qualification testing as well as developing and 
implementing complex section 1031 like-kind exchange transactions. 

Kwame is the Chief Financial Officer of ACON Investments. Before joining ACON in 2015, he spent 
four years as a senior manager at PricewaterhouseCoopers ("PwC") in its Alternative Investments 
Practice in Washington D.C. Prior to that, he spent eight years in the Boston office and five years in 
the Trinidad and Tobago office.

Kwame has significant experience with hedge funds, offshore funds, private equity investments and 
private equity fund-of-funds, endowments and registered investment companies, including exposure 
to many accounting, operational and reporting issues involving investment securities, swaps, and 
other derivative products. 

Mr. Lewis is a licensed Certified Public Accountant in Massachusetts, California and Virginia. He is 
also a Fellow of the Association of Certified Chartered Accountants, which is based in the United 
Kingdom, and is a Chartered Financial Analyst ("CFA"). 

Stuart Fross is a partner and business lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP where he concentrates his 
practice on securities laws and regulations, as part of the Private Equity & Venture Capital, 
Transactional & Securities and International Practices.
 
Mr. Fross’ main focus is investment managers and pooled investment vehicles, including U.S. 
registered open-end, closed end and exchange traded funds, bank collective investment funds (with 
an emphasis a stable value funds), UCITS funds, as well as private funds, organized in the US and 
offshore. Mr. Fross has extensive experience in equity, high-income and fixed income trading 
operations, as well as with distribution related issues for registered and unregistered funds.
 
Prior to joining Foley, Mr. Fross was a partner with K&L Gates. His experience also includes his roles 
as deputy general counsel and senior vice president for Strategic Initiatives with Fidelity Management 
& Research Company and assistant secretary of the Fidelity Group of Funds.
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Join Maples Fund Services, BDO and other industry 
experts for an in-depth panel discussion on the outlook for 
private equity and venture capital in 2018 and key issues 
including, valuation trends and tax reform, expense 
management, fundraising and structuring considerations.
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Bob is the Head of Private Equity Solutions for Maples Fund Services. He has over 25 years as a 
senior business leader in the financial services industry, growing and optimizing businesses 
though value-added solutions and strategic roadmaps with over 10 years specifically in the private 
equity industry.

Bob joined Maples Fund Services in 2016. Previously, he was the Chief Operating Officer of Citi 
Private Equity Services and its predecessor, BISYS Private Equity Services. Prior to Citi, he was 
Business Head of tax payment solutions at eONE Global (a joint venture between Goldman Sachs, 
Boston Consulting Group, General Atlantic Partners and First Data Corporation). 

Bob’s early career included positions in management consulting as a Partner at CSC/Index and 
senior consultant at Booz Allen & Hamilton, where he led multiple engagements with financial 
institutions and government agencies. He also worked as a merchant banker at Bankers Trust 
Company providing advisory and principal services for M&A, buyouts and equity investments. 

Bharath is the leader of the financial services assurance practice in Boston and has over fifteen 
years of experience in public accounting specializing in the asset management space. He has 
served several complex alternative investment fund clients in Boston, Atlanta and the Dutch 
Caribbean ranging from start-up managers to multi-national/multi-billion dollar alternative 
investment firms. Many of these firms maintain intricate structures (master-feeder, Parallel funds, 
mini-master, search funds) and employ diverse investing strategies. 
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Bharath's current and past clients include hedge funds, private equity funds, venture funds, business 
development companies and broker dealers. In addition, Bharath has experience serving Fund of 
Fund clients which invest in a variety of hedge fund, private equity fund, and venture fund strategies. 

Bharath leads assurance engagements and advises senior client executives on internal controls, 
accounting and reporting principles and industry developments. He has advised investment advisers 
on accounting, structuring their products as well as their advisory business and has served as a 
contributing author to articles in magazines published by the Massachusetts Society of Certified 
Public Accountants.

Jeff is the Technical Practice Leader for BDO’s National Tax Office Partnership Taxation group. With 
more than 22 years of experience, Jeff focuses on advising clients on the use of partnerships in 
operating businesses, investment fund structures, mergers and acquisitions, and business 
restructurings. 

Examples of services include structuring and modelling partnership "Up-C" initial public offerings, 
leveraged partnership transactions, domestic and off-shore private equity funds, and complex 
partnership debt transactions. Jeff has extensive experience addressing complex partnership 
transactions including capital account maintenance, income/loss allocations, and liability allocations. 
He leads development of BDO’s capital account maintenance and income allocation tools. 

Additionally, Jeff advises Real Estate Investment Trust clients on matters including investment 
structure, acquisitive due diligence, and on-going REIT qualification testing as well as developing and 
implementing complex section 1031 like-kind exchange transactions. 

Kwame is the Chief Financial Officer of ACON Investments. Before joining ACON in 2015, he spent 
four years as a senior manager at PricewaterhouseCoopers ("PwC") in its Alternative Investments 
Practice in Washington D.C. Prior to that, he spent eight years in the Boston office and five years in 
the Trinidad and Tobago office.

Kwame has significant experience with hedge funds, offshore funds, private equity investments and 
private equity fund-of-funds, endowments and registered investment companies, including exposure 
to many accounting, operational and reporting issues involving investment securities, swaps, and 
other derivative products. 

Mr. Lewis is a licensed Certified Public Accountant in Massachusetts, California and Virginia. He is 
also a Fellow of the Association of Certified Chartered Accountants, which is based in the United 
Kingdom, and is a Chartered Financial Analyst ("CFA"). 

Stuart Fross is a partner and business lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP where he concentrates his 
practice on securities laws and regulations, as part of the Private Equity & Venture Capital, 
Transactional & Securities and International Practices.
 
Mr. Fross’ main focus is investment managers and pooled investment vehicles, including U.S. 
registered open-end, closed end and exchange traded funds, bank collective investment funds (with 
an emphasis a stable value funds), UCITS funds, as well as private funds, organized in the US and 
offshore. Mr. Fross has extensive experience in equity, high-income and fixed income trading 
operations, as well as with distribution related issues for registered and unregistered funds.
 
Prior to joining Foley, Mr. Fross was a partner with K&L Gates. His experience also includes his roles 
as deputy general counsel and senior vice president for Strategic Initiatives with Fidelity Management 
& Research Company and assistant secretary of the Fidelity Group of Funds.


