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2020 Automotive Update:
State of the Market, Cost Recovery, and Market Disruption Opportunities

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 | 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. EST followed by a Networking Reception

4:00 p.m. Welcome Remarks

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Light Vehicle Outlook: Industry at a Crossroads

Michael Robinet, Executive Director – IHS Markit Automotive Advisory

5:00 – 5:30 p.m. Panel Discussion: Concerns and Opportunities 
in a Changing Environment

Laura Marcero, Managing Director – Huron Consulting Group

Vanessa Miller, Partner – Foley & Lardner LLP

John Trentacosta, Partner – Foley & Lardner LLP

Ann Marie Uetz, Partner – Foley & Lardner LLP

5:30 p.m. Networking Reception

Agenda

Presented by Foley & Lardner LLP and Huron Consulting Group
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Speakers and Hosts

Michael Robinet
Keynote Speaker
Executive Director | IHS Markit Automotive Advisory

Michael Robinet serves as Executive Director of Automotive Advisory Services at IHS Markit driving industry thought leadership in 
the field of light vehicle automotive market dynamics and supplier strategy. From December 2011 to November 2018, he was the 
managing director leading the North American Automotive Advisory Team. Until late 2011, he served as the Director of Global Vehicle 
Production Forecasts from 1996. In his role as executive director in the global automotive advisory practice, Mr. Robinet builds upon 
his experience as a leader and innovator in automotive research. He works with decision-makers at suppliers and OEMs in the fields 
of supplier strategy/profitability, global production forecasting, tracking future product programs (FPPs), analyzing sourcing and 
production strategies to serve OEM, supplier and government entities throughout the global auto ecosystem. Mr. Robinet has over three 
decades of experience in automotive forecasting, strategic analysis and manufacturing finance. Prior to joining CSM Worldwide, now 
part of IHS Markit, he worked at several research companies and was schooled in finance at a Tier 1 supplier. He regularly consults 
with industry executives and presents at global OEM and supplier conferences/symposiums and is widely quoted by worldwide media 
on a variety of critical industry topics. He is a board member of the Automotive Hall of Fame, the Canada-US Business Association 
(CUSBA) and the Original Equipment Suppliers Association (OESA). He is also a member of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), 
Automotive Press Association (APA), Detroit Economic Club (DEC) and the Society of Automotive Analysts (SAA). Michael also pens a 
monthly column called ‘Supplier Eye’ for SAE’s Automotive Engineering Magazine.

Laura Marcero
Host and Panelist 
Managing Director | Huron Consulting Group

Laura Marcero, a Managing Director at Huron Consulting Group, leads the Industrial and Higher Education distressed practices, the 
Detroit office, and also serves on the Executive Leadership Committee for Huron. She has nearly 25 years of experience in financial 
consulting across a variety of industries. As both a Certified Public Accountant and a CIRA, Ms. Marcero has been engaged in over 
300 automotive cases, as well as dozens of matters in areas of healthcare, higher education, general industrial, and franchises. She 
frequently serves as Chief Restructuring Officer, Chief Financial Officer, and has also served on boards. Ms. Marcero has extensive 
experience in bankruptcy and receivership cases.

Ann Marie Uetz
Host and Panelist 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP

Ann Marie Uetz is a partner and trial attorney with Foley & Lardner LLP, where she represents upper and middle market businesses in 
all aspects of their contracts and business disputes, as well as creditors and secured and unsecured lenders in all facets of financing 
and restructuring. Ann Marie focuses on the manufacturing industry – chiefly suppliers in the automotive and defense industries – 
and advises her clients on acquisitions, procurement and supply contracts, and disputes that arise within the supply chain. She is a 
member of the firm’s Automotive Industry Team and served as a founder and co-chair of its national Automotive Crisis Response Team.

Vanessa Miller
Panelist 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP

Vanessa Miller is a litigation partner and chair of Detroit’s Litigation Department. She handles supply chain disputes, including 
international arbitrations, for automotive and other manufacturing companies. She also regularly counsels clients on commercial 
transactional matters. She has authored numerous articles on contract law, the Uniform Commercial Code, international arbitration, 
contract drafting best practices and the forthcoming executive handbook Law of the Automotive and Manufacturing Supply Chain:  
A Handbook for Success.

John Trentacosta
Panelist
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP

John Trentacosta is a partner in the Litigation Department at Foley & Lardner LLP. John is actively involved in drafting and litigating 
contracts commonly used in the manufacturing and automotive industries. He frequently represents clients in supply chain disputes. 
He is the founder and member of the firm’s Automotive Industry Team. John wrote the leading treatise on commercial law in the State 
of Michigan entitled Michigan Contract Law.  He is an experienced trial lawyer with multiple trials involving multi-million dollar disputes.  
John is also a regular guest lecturer at national and international universities on the topic of legal issues in the supply chain.


