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PROGRAM CO-HOSTS:

Foley & Lardner LLP

Foley & Lardner LLP looks beyond the law to focus on the constantly evolving demands facing our clients and their industries. 
With over 1,100 lawyers in 24 offices across the United States, Mexico, Europe, and Asia, Foley approaches client service by 
first understanding our clients’ priorities, objectives, and challenges. We work hard to understand our clients’ issues and forge 
long-term relationships with them to help achieve successful outcomes and solve their legal issues through practical business 
advice and cutting-edge legal insight. Our clients view us as trusted business advisors because we understand that great legal 
service is only valuable if it is relevant, practical, and beneficial to their businesses. For more information, visit www.foley.com.

ACC Michigan

Launched in 1983, the Michigan Chapter’s membership has grown from an initial group of about 35 to more than 650 
attorneys serving as General Counsel, Assistant General Counsel, and Corporate Counsel to automotive companies, financial 
institutions, health care providers, utilities, retailers, science and technology companies, educational institutions, and the like, 
located throughout the state of Michigan. The Chapter maintains an active board of directors and officers that are elected by 
its membership.
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Agenda

12:30 p.m.  Registration | Lunch

1:00 p.m.  Welcome Remarks
    Vanessa Miller, Foley & Lardner LLP

1:10 p.m.   Navigating in Stormy Economic Seas: How to Protect and Maximize Your Interests in Dealing 
with Financially Distressed Companies

    John Simon, Foley & Lardner LLP

 1:30 p.m.  Marijuana and the Workplace: Is Your Company Prepared?
    Felicia O’Connor, Foley & Lardner LLP

    PANEL DISCUSSION:

1:50 p.m.  Legal Safeguards (and Potential Pitfalls) in Joint Development
    Marcus Sprow, Foley & Lardner LLP

    Phil Phillips, Foley & Lardner LLP

    Nicholas Ellis, Foley & Lardner LLP

    Moderator: John Trentacosta, Foley & Lardner LLP

2:50 p.m.  Networking Break

3:10 p.m.  Forecasting and Navigating Tariffs and the Trade Wars
    Vanessa Miller, Foley & Lardner LLP

    Jenlain Scott, Foley & Lardner LLP

3:30 p.m.  The Changing Landscape of Internal Investigations
    Jennifer Belveal, Foley & Lardner LLP

    FIRESIDE CHAT:

4:00 p.m.  Top Concerns Facing In-House Counsel and Strategies to Address Them
    Andrew Bos, Associate General Counsel, RGIS

    Monica Navarro, Senior Counsel, Freudenberg North America

    Moderator: Jennifer Neumann, Assistant General Counsel, American Axle & Manufacturing, Inc.

5:00 p.m.   Closing Remarks followed by Networking Reception

Thursday, November 21, 2019

To access today’s program materials, visit Foley.com/ACCMichigan
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Navigating in Stormy Economic Seas: How to Protect  
and Maximize Your Interests in Dealing with Financially 
Distressed Companies

John Simon 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7117 | jsimon@foley.com

John A. Simon is a partner with Foley & Lardner LLP. He focuses his practice on national corporate restructuring, 
insolvency, bankruptcy, merger and acquisition, and commercial contract matters. John frequently represents  
buyers and sellers of companies, borrowers, debtors-in-possession, creditors’ committees, shareholders, customers, 
suppliers, landlords, and other constituents in complex high-stakes troubled company situations. He is a member of the 
firm’s Bankruptcy & Business Reorganizations and Transactional & Securities Practices, and Automotive and Energy 
Industry Teams.

John has been selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© 2016 - 2020 in the fields of 
bankruptcy and creditor/debtor rights, insolvency and reorganization law, and was selected to DBusiness magazine’s 
2016 and 2018 Top Lawyers list. John was named winner of the 2017 M&A Advisor Materials Deal of the Year and 2017 
M&A Atlas Special Situation M&A Deal of the Year for his representation of Quantum Fuel Systems, Inc. in its chapter 
11 case and sale to Douglas Acquisitions pursuant to section 363 of the Bankruptcy Code. He was also named winner 
of the 2015 M&A Advisor Distressed Energy Deal of the Year for his representation of Younicos Inc. in its strategic 
acquisition of the assets of Xtreme Power in a creatively structured and quickly executed bankruptcy transaction.

Marijuana and the Workplace: Is Your Company Prepared?

Felicia O’Connor 
Associate | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7172 | foconnor@foley.com

Felicia O’Connor is an associate and litigation lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP. She is a member of the Labor & 
Employment Practice and the Automotive Industry Team. 

Felicia frequently represents and counsels clients on a wide range of labor and employment issues including, wage and 
hour compliance, leave issues including the intersection between the ADA and FMLA, sexual and other harassment 
issues, WARN Act compliance, the Service Contract Act, and many other areas. She also has traditional labor experience 
including counseling on labor relations issues, responding to NLRB charges and conducting labor arbitrations.

Prior to attending law school and joining Foley, Felicia worked for a large technology and information company managing 
a team of website developers that spanned three countries. During law school, she worked as a summer associate at 
Foley’s Detroit office (2011).
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Legal Safeguards (and Potential Pitfalls) in Joint Development

Marcus Sprow 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7150 | msprow@foley.com

Marcus Sprow is a partner and registered patent attorney with Foley & Lardner LLP, where he leads the Intellectual 
Property practice in the Detroit office and serves as the national chair of the Mechanical & Electromechanical 
Technologies Practice. He is also a member of the firm’s Automotive, Technology, and Manufacturing Industry Teams. 
In addition to managing the IP portfolios for some of the firm’s largest clients, Marcus and his team provide counseling 
in all facets of IP, including assisting clients with due diligence, licensing, contract negotiation, bankruptcy, M&A, 
and freedom-to-practice issues. He has represented venture capitalists as they assess whether to invest in start-up 
companies. He also has significant government and university contracting experience, representing his clients as they 
negotiate with the United States Department of Energy, the United States Advanced Battery Consortium, and other 
government and quasi-government agencies, and helping them to implement procedures for ensuring that they comply 
with their contractual obligations. 

Philip Phillips 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7109 | pphillips@foley.com

Philip (“Phil”) Phillips is an employment lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP and the managing partner of the firm’s Detroit 
office. He is a member of the Labor & Employment Practice and Automotive Industry Team. He counsels and represents 
business clients across the country in all aspects of labor and employment law, including employment compliance 
policies and programs, FLSA wage and hour collective actions and multi-plaintiff employment litigation defense, 
non-competition and trade secrets matters, collective bargaining, and labor arbitrations. He represents clients before 
administrative agencies, including the EEOC, NLRB, OFCCP, DOL, and numerous state civil rights agencies. Phil is a 
frequent speaker on labor and employment law topics and has successfully handled class actions, arguments before the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, the Michigan Court of Appeals, and numerous courts across  
the country.

John Trentacosta | Moderator 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7124 | jtrentacosta@foley.com

John Trentacosta is a partner in the Litigation Department at Foley & Lardner LLP. John is actively involved in drafting 
and litigating contracts commonly used in the manufacturing and automotive industries. He frequently represents 
clients in supply chain disputes, particularly automotive and supplier-manufacturer disputes in the automotive and 
manufacturing industries. He is the chair of the firm’s Complex Supply Chain Litigation Group, former chair of the Detroit 
Litigation Department, and founder and member of the firm’s Automotive Industry Team. He also is a member of the 
Commercial Transactions & Business Counseling and International Practices.

Nicholas Ellis 
Senior Counsel | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7168 | nellis@foley.com

Nicholas Ellis is a senior counsel and litigator with Foley & Lardner LLP. His practice focuses on the Uniform Commercial 
Code (UCC), supply chain disputes, warranty claims, contract law, and business tort law. Nicholas also routinely 
counsels clients on commercial contract issues. He is a member of the Business Litigation & Dispute Resolution 
Practice and the Automotive Industry Team. Nicholas has experience litigating disputes in state and federal courts, 
ranging from complex commercial litigation to simple breach of contract actions. He also has experience litigating 
disputes in various arbitration forums, including the American Arbitration Association (AAA) and the Swiss Chambers’ 
Arbitration Institution (SCAI).
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Forecasting and Navigating Tariffs and the Trade Wars

Vanessa Miller 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7130 | vmiller@foley.com

Vanessa Miller is a litigation partner with Foley & Lardner LLP and chair of the Detroit office’s Litigation Department. 
Her practice focuses on general manufacturing breach of contract and warranty disputes, automotive supply chain 
disputes, product liability lawsuits, trade secret claims, and business torts. Vanessa defends consumer class actions 
involving claims of breach of contract, breach of warranty, claims under the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act, fraud and 
fraudulent concealment, fraudulent inducement, negligence, unjust enrichment, violations of various state Unfair and 
Deceptive Acts and Practices statutes, and consumer protection laws. Vanessa also routinely counsels clients on various 
commercial contract documents and supply chain issues. She is a member of the firm’s Business Litigation & Dispute 
Resolution Practice, and Automotive and Manufacturing Industry Team. Vanessa has successfully managed, litigated, 
and tried cases in state and federal courts, as well as handled appellate proceedings. She has significant experience 
handling complex international arbitrations in various venues, including the Court of Arbitration of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), American Arbitration Association (AAA), JAMS, and the Singapore International 
Arbitration Centre (SIAC). Vanessa also has represented clients in commercial mediations, which have resulted in the 
early resolution of legal disputes.

Jenlain Scott 
Associate | Foley & Lardner LLP 
202.295.4001 | jcscott@foley.com

Jenlain Scott is an associate with Foley & Lardner LLP. She is a member of the firm’s Business Litigation & Dispute 
Resolution Practice. Prior to joining the firm, Jenlain worked as a summer associate in Foley’s Washington, D.C., 
office, where she worked on the SCOTUS case for Oil State v. Green’s Energy. As a law student, she interned with the 
International Prisoner Transfer Unit of the Department of Justice and Transparency International. She also worked as 
a law clerk at a prominent law firm in Washington and as a research assistant at Georgetown Law’s Annual Review of 
Criminal Procedure. In addition, she has served as a public policy intern for the Western Hemisphere Bureau of the U.S. 
Department of State.

Jennifer Z. Belveal 
Partner | Foley & Lardner LLP 
313.234.7176 | jbelveal@foley.com

Jennifer is a seasoned trial lawyer who leads Foley’s Government Enforcement Defense & Investigations Practice in 
Detroit. She represents companies, boards, and individuals (including serving as pool counsel for multiple clients) in 
internal and government investigations, as well as litigation involving civil and criminal allegations. She has nearly 25 
years of white-collar criminal experience leading independent investigations, responses to grand jury subpoenas and 
other government enforcement proceedings, crisis management, and bet-the-company litigation.

Clients and lawyers in Michigan and nationwide recognize Jennifer as a go-to lawyer for navigating complex uncharted 
situations. She advises clients, and is a sought-after speaker by her peers, on federal and state legal matters across 
a spectrum of industries, including automotive, manufacturing, financial transactions, securities, health care, public 
corruption, environmental laws, government contracting, shareholder liability, and data privacy and security. Her civil 
practice focuses on contracts, commercial torts, real estate, fraud, and ownership disputes. Jennifer is a top Detroit 
trial lawyer and has successfully handled more than 50 trials, arbitrations, and preliminary examinations. She is equally 
skilled in avoiding formal proceedings and criminal prosecutions, such that many of her most successful matters have 
never been publicly disclosed. 

The Changing Landscape of Internal Investigations
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Top Concerns Facing In-House Counsel and Strategies  
to Address Them

Andrew Bos 
Associate General Counsel 
RGIS

Andrew Bos is the Associate General Counsel–Commercial and Corporate at RGIS, LLC. RGIS performs inventory, 
merchandising and store layout services in over 40 countries across the globe, employing over 34,000 team members.  
At RGIS Andrew focuses on commercial and corporate matters, including the highest priority customer and vendor 
agreements, key real estate transactions, and corporate organizational matters. He also oversees the company’s 
intellectual property portfolio, and works with the General Counsel on compliance issues. Prior to joining RGIS Andrew 
was the Senior Director of Legal Services for Sun Pharmaceutical Industries. Prior to his time at Sun Pharma, Andrew 
was an Associate at Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. Andrew graduated from the Syracuse University College 
of Law in 1998. He obtained his bachelor’s degree in Political Science in 1995, from Western Michigan University. 

Monica Navarro 
Senior Counsel 
Freudenberg North America

Monica Navarro is a Senior Counsel to the Freudenberg Group, a global technology company operating in 60  
countries in a wide array of manufacturing sectors, including automotive, aerospace, oil and gas, medical, household 
consumer products, and chemicals. Monica’s portfolio consists of global, regional, and sector-specific responsibilities. 
She is global lead counsel for Freudenberg Medical, regional lead counsel for the Freudenberg Group in Mexico, and 
regional lead counsel for North America for Freudenberg Sealing Technologies (General Industry) and Freudenberg 
Chemical Specialties. Monica practices in the area of commercial transactions, M&A, regulatory compliance, and 
dispute management.   

Monica earned her law degree from the University of Michigan Law School (Juris Doctor 1993, cum laude) and her 
bachelor’s degree from Florida International University (B.A. 1990, summa cum laude). She is admitted to practice in 
Michigan and Illinois, as well as numerous courts, including the United States Supreme Court. After law school, Monica 
was a judicial law clerk for the Hon. Julian Abele Cook, United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan. 
Thereafter, she practiced business and health care law and was a professor of civil procedure and health law at Western 
Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School. Throughout her career, Monica has served in many leadership 
positions. She is currently the President of the Hispanic Bar Association of Michigan.

Jennifer Neumann | Moderator 
Assistant General Counsel 
American Axle & Manufacturing, Inc.

Jennifer Neumann, Assistant General Counsel at American Axle & Manufacturing, Inc., supports the company’s largest 
business unit as a generalist, negotiating contract terms and resolving disputes with customers and suppliers, handling 
mergers and acquisitions, and assisting with real estate matters. She also provides companywide advice and counseling 
regarding employment matters, manages company litigation, and assists with global privacy compliance efforts. Before 
joining American Axle, Jennifer was senior counsel and a litigation lawyer with Foley & Lardner LLP. Her practice was 
devoted to labor and employment counseling and litigation defense for her corporate clients.

She earned her law degree from the Washington University School of Law (J.D., with honors, 2002), where she was 
executive editor of the Washington University Journal of Law and Policy. She earned her bachelor’s degree in physical 
anthropology from the University of California at Santa Barbara (B.A., 1999).

Jennifer is admitted to practice in Michigan, and before the United States District Courts for the Eastern and Western 
Districts of Michigan and the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. She is the immediate past president of 
the Michigan chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel.


