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Illinois State Senator Elgie R. Sims, Jr. maintains strong relationships with key governmental decision makers
at the federal, state, and local levels of government while focusing his practice on government relations,
municipal finance, cannabis regulation and operations, and as an active member of Foley’s State Attorneys
General Practice. His extensive experience representing clients before governmental entities allows him to
help clients successfully navigate complex regulatory and legislative environments and achieve their goals.
He gained his nearly three decades of unique government experience through various influential
governmental roles, including as a legislative staff member and budget director, as a principal of a
governmental relations firm representing corporate clients of various sizes, including Fortune 100 companies
and numerous trade associations and through his service in elected office and appointed governmental roles.
Elgie prides himself on helping clients from various industries — including those in the pharmaceutical, health
care, retail, insurance, energy, and financial service sectors — successfully achieve their goals.

Elgie focuses his practice on government affairs, municipal finance, cannabis regulation and operations, and
the State Attorneys General Practice as a member of the firm’s Government Solutions and Public Finance
Practices.

Representative Experience
Government Affairs
As part of his government relations work, Elgie focuses on advocating for and advising clients on various
issues related to procurement, business certification (including minority- and women-owned businesses
certifications), regulatory compliance, and legislative matters. He has extensive policy experience in the areas
of public finance, infrastructure, engineering, energy, education, housing, telecommunications, and health
care.  Some of his client representations and successes include:
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Helping a large food service firm navigate local governmental environmental regulations to ensure
compliance with local health guidelines.
Representing a large multinational technology firm as it navigated the local government procurement
process, and supported the company’s procurement response efforts.
Assisting a woman- and minority-owned business in navigating the Minority and Women-owned
Business (M/WBE) procurement certification process and advising on its multimillion-dollar contract bid
protest.
Representing a national transportation company in its local government licensing efforts, and working
with local regulators regarding the development and implementation of the licensing program.
Representing a large national firm in licensing matters, allowing it to open newly acquired assets on
time during the height of the coronavirus pandemic.
During the height of the coronavirus pandemic, as businesses around the country struggled to stay
afloat, Elgie helped numerous clients navigate various governmental regulations to help their
businesses not only survive but thrive in the challenging environment. Through his vast network, he
was able to help clients connect with governmental decision makers who were operating in a remote
environment, helping clients reach successful outcomes and attain their business goals.

Public Finance
Elgie focuses his public finance practice in municipal finance law, providing counsel for capital projects and
infrastructure improvements, economic development, and environmental response projects and local, state,
and federal tax matters. He has served various roles for nearly $3 billion in public and private finance
transactions, including:

Issuer’s Counsel for $729.6 million in Dedicated Capital Improvement Tax Bonds, Series 2016 for the
Chicago Board of Education
Issuer’s Counsel for $562.3 million in Dedicated Revenue Unlimited Tax General Obligation Refunding
Bonds, Series 2018A and 2018B for the Chicago Board of Education
Disclosure Counsel for $275 million in Grant Anticipation Revenue Notes, Series 2017A for the
Chicago Board of Education
Bond Counsel for $165 million in Illinois Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2017 for Cook County,
State of Illinois
Disclosure Counsel for $112 million in Grant Anticipation Revenue Notes, Series 2017B for the
Chicago Board of Education

Higher Education
Elgie has an extensive background in higher education and public finance matters, having previously
represented both public and private institutions of higher education. Additionally, he served as a student
trustee on the Illinois Board of Regents, the governing Board for Illinois State University, Northern Illinois
University, and Sangamon State University, the precursor to the University of Illinois at Springfield.
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Awards and Recognition
Selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® in the field of Government
Relations Practice (2023-2024)
Eddie Jones II Civic Excellence Award, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. (2021)
Legislative Service Award, ACLU of Illinois (2019 and 2020)
Most Distinguished Men of Illinois, Continuing Academic Training Program (2018)
Excellence in Public Service Award, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (2017)
John W. Maitland, Jr. Leadership Award, Illinois Biotechnology Innovation Organization (2017)
Legislative Service Award, Illinois Probation and Court Services Association (2017)
CAARE Visionary Award, Safer Foundation (2017)
Public Official of the Year, Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (2017)

Community Involvement
Elgie is an active member of many civic organizations with missions to improve the quality of life for the
communities they serve. As a community leader, he has worked to provide scholarships and books to
children in need and to make Illinois communities safer.

Elgie is serving his second term as State Senator of Illinois’ 17th Legislative District after having served four
terms as State Representative of Illinois’ 34th House District. He currently serves as chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, vice chairman of the Senate Criminal Law and Redistricting Committees, sub-
committee chairman of the Judiciary – Torts and Criminal Law CLEAR Compliance Committees, and as a
member the Ethics, Judiciary Public Safety, and Revenue Committees. He also serves as a member of the
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability, the revenue-forecasting arm of the Illinois
General Assembly. As former budget director to Illinois Senate Democrats, he helped put millions of dollars
toward funds for education, capital improvements, health care initiatives, and economic development. Over
the course of his service in the Illinois General Assembly, he has championed legislation focused on
improving the quality of Illinois schools, creating economic opportunities, and improving the state’s criminal
justice system.

Elgie is the former chairman of the Council of State Governments Midwestern Legislative Conference, a
nonpartisan association of state officials serving all three branches of government, promoting excellence in
state government through the exchange of ideas and the development of public policy to help state officials in
11 Midwestern states and 4 Canadian provinces.  He also serves as a member of the advisory board for the
Council of State Governments Justice Center. In addition, he is an active member of the National Conference
of State Legislatures, serving as a member of the Law, Criminal Justice, and Public Safety Committee,
among others.

Sectors
Artificial Intelligence 
Automotive 
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Energy 
Health Care & Life Sciences 
Innovative Technology 
Manufacturing 
Payor Provider Convergence 
Pharmaceuticals 
Racial Justice & Equity 
Smart Manufacturing 
Supply Chain 
Sustainability & Product Stewardship 

Practice Areas
Corporate 
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) 
Finance 
Government Solutions 
Illinois Government Solutions 
Public Finance 
State Attorneys General 

Education
Loyola University Chicago, School of Law (J.D.)
University of Illinois – Springfield (M.P.A.)
Illinois State University (B.S.)

Admissions
Illinois
United States Supreme Court
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